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HERE’S LOOKING AT YOU... 


Over the years, a great number of GLBT individ- 
uals (like artist Persimmon Blackbridge, portrayed 
here by photographer Susan Stewart) have made 
contributions both to our community and 
Canadian culture in general. Dale Smith reports 
on the latest round of portraits commissioned by 
the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives to 
honour the achievements of such people. 


DOWN ‘N’ DIRTY 


Once again, the Canadian Rockies 
International Gay Rodeo proved to be 
a highlight of summer 2005 for its 
many participants and attendees. 
Here we bring you a few highlights 
within the highlight, caught on film by 
Mark Bennett and Barry Piersdorff 


HUDDLED 
AROUND THE 
‘fYre’ 

Edmonton’s Camp 


fYrefly is a chance for 
GLBT youth from across 
the nation to gather and 
learn leadership skills 
that will benefit 
them—and our commu- 
nity—for many years to 
come. Guest writer 
Marjorie Wonham has 
the lowdown... 
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LETTERS [<j 


The Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo Association (ARGRA) would love to thank all of the 
many volunteers, retail vendors, association members, rodeo contestants, rodeo officials, 
rodeo sponsors and, of course, all of the wonderful fans who came out to Symon’s Valley 
Ranch to make this year’s rodeo—our |2th Anniversary Canadian Rockies International 
Rodeo—such an incredible success! We survived the rain! 

We had visitors from all over western Canada, the U.S. and overseas who all helped 
make this the best rodeo yet. Many thanks to those who travelled far and wide to come 
to Calgary to help us celebrate and host the best rodeo in the IGRA circuit. 

Thanks again, and see you next year in 2006, June 30 to July 2! 

Greg Holsworth 

Director, Public Relations 


ARGRA 2005 


Attention Outlooks: 


Stephen Harper has suggested gay marriage is a matter that can be corrected in a new 
parliament. | sometimes wonder what actual wording was going through his mind, but 
that is irrelevant. What Harper is ultimately vocalizing is that marriage between two 
women or two men is wrong and/or immoral and should not be permitted. Ironically he 
doesn’t include his haircut in that assessment. 


First, let’s start with the Bible, which defines marriage as ‘a legal union between one 
man and one woman. This must not have applied to Jacob, who had two wives and, since 
they had trouble producing children, he had slave girls and concubines as well. Further, 
King David had six wives as well as concubines. That kind of throws the commandment 
of ‘Thou shall not commit adultery’ out the window, if you ask me. 


The Apostle Paul condemned unnatural behaviour and sodomy in his writings, but what 
did Jesus have to say about it? Nothing. Jesus’ teachings revolved around such ideals as 
loving your neighbour as yourself and anti-discrimination. As far as Roman Christianity is 
concerned, the words of the Son of God should be heeded before those of his followers. 


In 1804, Nicholas Biddle, of Lewis and Clark, discovered that effeminate Indians in 
certain tribes were completely accepted, raised as women and then married to men. 


Bopy CARE 
MASSAGE 
Wraps 
Buttocks WAXING 


-$20 off first service with this ad 
Call us about our new permanent laser hair removal packages! 


Join us For MeEn’s Onty Monpays! 
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Calgary, AB 
403.229.1578 
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Pagan religion was openly scoffed at with the coming of the ‘civilized’ church from Europe 
and the practice ultimately ended. 


Finally, our own Charter of Rights and Freedoms states that every individual is entitled 
to ‘freedom of thought, belief, opinion and expression.’ If two people think about commit- 
ment, believe they belong together, are of the opinion they would like to be official, then 
why shouldn’t they express it through marriage? 


My guess is that Stephen Harper has a different version. 


We live in a society where convicted killers or sex predators, once released, are 
encouraged to once again become viable members of society. This is laudable and | am 
100 percent behind letting people become viable members of society once they have 
done their time. Everyone deserves a second chance. We are expected as citizens not 
to discriminate against these people who have taken lives or committed rape. 


Homosexuals would like society to be non-discriminatory towards them because they 
would like to legalize their unions. Which scenario is easier for you to accept? 


M. Christopher 
Via e-mail 
Dear Outlooks, 


[Project Runway winner] Jay McCarroll rocks! Thank you for connecting with him and 
delivering such an enjoyable interview [Outlooks, July 2005]. It was cool to see someone 
break out of the “cookie cutter” mold of gay stereotypes and do so in such a public way. 
| hope Jay’s future is bright and full of success—as someone who takes risks in both his 
professional and personal life he truly deserves it. 


R. Prather 


Vancouver W 
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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


What really matters 


By David Crosson 


Looking back, July 2005 was a memorable one, indeed. This Canada 
Day was a particularly proud occasion, given the fact that Bill C-38 had 
just made its way through Parliament and was moving on to the Senate 
debate phase in the process of becoming law. Furthermore, July 
marked the passing of my life into its thirty-eighth year, a curious relief 
because | always think odd numbers make people sound older for 
some reason. Add to this a firm decision on what was going to be used 
for my new bathroom flooring (after ages of deliberation, | might add) 
and the month was pretty much a slice of heaven. 


One of the other things that made this past July special was the fact * 
that, for the first time in my life, | had occasion to attend a same-sex wedding. Actually, 
it was a same-sex wedding reception (the happy couple tied the knot in the ‘legitimate’ 
province of Ontario some months earlier), but the giddiness was valid, nonetheless. Of 
course, | had attended many weddings in my life, marked primarily in memory by what | 
had selected to wear on each momentous occasion. True, | will pay some degree of atten- 
tion to my attire for this one, but for the most part it will stand out for “bigger” and 
perhaps more historical reasons. 


One thing that will forever stay in my mind is an encounter | had while trying to select 
a gift for the happy couple. To be honest, I’ve never actually made use of a registry service 
when selecting a wedding present (the bulk of my offerings were made on the coattails 
of my parents in what were then-identifiable as ‘days of youth’), but this time | decided | 
was going to partake in all the trappings and traditions. | soon found myself in a depart- 
ment store staring at an odd-looking computer screen perched atop a steel pedestal. 
Despite having worked with computers for the past eight-and-a-half years, describing my 
skills with same as “rudimentary” would be a very generous assessment, indeed. Just as 
| turned away to abort my mission, | was approached by a saleslady, the sort you would 
find in pretty much any large department store from coast-to-coast. She was definitely a 
veteran of the trade, wearing her nametag and years of experience with evident pride. 
(You could tell she had been with the company long enough to remember when women 
wore long dresses and corsages to the annual staff Christmas party.) 


“Would you like some help, Sir?” she asked, and in her case | believed that she genuinely 
wanted to give it. 


“Yes, please,” | replied. “Il don’t know how this damned thing works.” 


She smiled, obviously pleased that, at least on the technological front, she clearly had 
the upper hand on a (relatively speaking) “young person”. 


“| need to find a registry list for my friend Jami,” | told her. “Jami Symons.” 


“Jami’s the bride, is she?” The saleslady asked as she poked away at the buttons on the 
wedding gizmo. 


“No,” | said, “Jami’s the groom. His spouse’s name is Daniel.” 

“Dan-yell?” She repeated—sort of—doing her utmost to verbally append an additional 
‘P and ‘e’ 

“No, Daniel—like Boone or the one in the Bible with all the lions.” 

SOR” 


If ’'m not mistaken, | think | heard a few 


Outlooks is seeking attractive 
and outgoing guys for future 
cover and Don’t You Wish 
features. If you are interested in 
applying, please e-mail a recent 
picture of yourself along with 
stats and contact information to: 
main@outlooks.ca 


Ul 


Please nate only those whose submissions are of interest will be contacted for further discussion. 


smile. “Oh,” she said again, this time in recognition that such a combination could, in fact, 
pop out of her bridal registry computer. She seemed a bit startled, but even more so 
pleased by this, like a child who has successfully used a bank machine for the first time 
without its parents’ prompting. “Here we are, Daniel and James—that’s your friend Jami, 
right?” | nodded and she printed out the full registry, then handed the sheaf of papers to 
me after brief perusal of their contents. 


| looked over the list, which contained the usual suspects in a new household, if perhaps 
a bit higher on the ‘glam meter’. “Any advice?” | asked. It was nice (and a bit daunting) 
to have so many options available to me on what was usually such a straightforward retail 
quest. 


The saleslady paused for a moment, as if very carefully considering her words. “Well,” 
she began slowly, “I wouldn’t thank you for black sheets—they’re a nightmare for 
attracting lint, you know.” 


“| suppose they are,” 
anything. 


| agreed, not usually one to consider the practical aspects of 


“But, it’s their house,’ she continued. 


“To each his own.” 
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“Good point,’ | said. | turned away to 
start my spree, then turned back again. “By 
the way, does any of this bother you at all?” 
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“Nope; it takes all kinds” she replied. “If 
two people want to get married that’s 
none of my business. But I’m telling you, I’d 
still think twice about those black sheets.” 


“lll keep that in mind; thank you,” | said, 
then set out into the housewares depart- 
ment for real this time. 


Charlene Lichtenstein, John Coulbourn, David Crosson, Shaun 
Proulx, Dale Smith, Ralph Higgins, John Ayres,Peter Carlyle-Gordge, 


- Marjorie Wonham, Gerard MacMullin 
After no small amount of time, | eventu- ; 


ally gave up my search, at least for the 
moment. But, even though | didn’t 
purchase a present for them that particular 
day, | hardly left the store empty-handed. 
What | came away with was a greater 
understanding of what makes this a great 
country to call home, namely an attitude of 
“live and let live”. that supersedes all 
Even when the issue at hand is a 


Vv 


DLR) Enterprises Ltd., Calgary 
Hawk Man & Van, Toronto 
*A*R*G*E Distribution, Edmonton 
..E, Nikolaus Homberg 


Saou 
Outlooks Mailing Address: 


Box 439, Suite 100, 

1039 17th Avenue S,W. 
Calgary,Alberta T2T 0B2 
Phone: (403) 228-1157 
Fax: (403) 228-7735 
Toll-Free Fax: |-877-885-6657 
Outlooks Toronto: 

Local (416) 531-1483 
michael@outlooks.ca 
Toll-Free (866) 645-0113 
Calgary Office Toll-Free: 
|-888-228-| 157 
Primary E-mail: main@outlooks.ca 
Editorial: editor@outlooks.ca 
Sales: sales@outlooks.ca 
Graphics: graphics@outlooks.ca 
World Wide Web: www.outlooks.ca 


others. 
major one, like lint on black sheets. 


Plug in. 


www.outlooks.ca 


Outlooks is a proud member of the 
Canadian GLBT Publishers Association 


Canadian GLBT 
x 


WHA EVER YOUR MOOD, 


_— yous taste. a 


Pubiishers 
Asoc 


Outlooks is published 12 times yearly. Please send submissions or queries 
to the mailing address listed above. The opinions expressed in this 
Magazine are not necessarily those of the staff. Outlooks is not respon- 
sible for unsolicited work or photographic matenals, All material 
contained herein is the property of Outloks and may not be used 
without express written consent of the publisher or editor: 


“We acknowledge the financial support of the 
Government of Canada through the Canada 
Magazine Fund toward our editorial costs.” 


Canada 
ISSN 1704-7927 


National Library of Canada 
Ottawa 


August 2005 5 


730 - 17th Ave SW Phone 228-3566 


OuUTLGQKS 


EDITORIAL 


From pundit to pulpit 


By John Coulbourn 


There’s a new word springing up on the editorial pages of right wing publications 
these days. The word is ‘punditocracy’ and, try as | might, | can’t seem to find it in 
any edition of the various dictionaries at my disposal. Still, by checking out the 
context in which it is used and investigating its obvious etymology—“pundit” meaning 
“a learned person” and “cracy” meaning “rule of”—l’ve been able to figure out what 
it means. Or at least what writers think they mean when they use it. 


And, surprise, surprise, it’s not very nice. 


The term ‘pundit’, you see, like the term ‘liberal, seems to have defied all rules of 
numeric logic and miraculously morphed into a four-letter word of late—at least in 
the sort of circles favoured by editorialists of the right wing variety. 


Not surprisingly, the pundits who offend these editorialists are—drum roll 
please—fellow editorialists who don’t agree with them. Therefore, by the lights of 
anyone who would use a term like ‘punditocracy, rule by pundits is not a good thing. 


Not at all. 


As readers, of course, it is left to us to figure out that the dark side is run by the 
intellectual elite, while it is good, common, honest folk (like those using words like 
‘punditocracy’) who are on the side of the angels. 


What they are feverishly hoping, of course, is that in the heat of whatever debate 
is raging, we won't notice that they are feeling a little peevish because they obviously 
aren’t being taken as seriously as the very pundits they decry—and, further, that they 
would give key pieces of their anatomies to wield the kind of power they disparage 
in their opponents. 


Still, having figured that all out, it got me thinking about the verbal camouflage used 
by the right wing press in the recent contretemps that surrounded the legalization of 
same-sex marriage across the nation. 


Right-leaning editorialists, for instance, have complained about the fact that legal- 
ized same-sex marriage is not the will of the people, hoping at the same time that we 
will forget the number of times they’ve decried the fact that the majority of voters 
in Canada are so stupid as to keep electing Liberals to Parliament. 


Why should the “will of the people” be any less important when it comes to 
electing governments than when it comes to enacting laws? And what does any of it 
have to do with protecting the rights of minorities, which is finally what it is all about 
anyway? 

Further, they cry, the legalization of same-sex marriage is certain to result in the 
prosecution of those who oppose it. As proof, they cite the fact that churches that 
have used their non-profit status to raise money to advocate against same-sex 
marriage have now been forced to cease and desist at the risk of losing their tax- 
exempt status. This conveniently ignores the fact that the churches in question were 
clearly breaking the law of the land, of course. 


No, they scream instead, politics has no business in the churches of the nation— 
but a bit of rational thought will tell you that what landed ‘politics’ in the middle of 
the churches of the nation was the determination of the churches to meddle in the 
politics of the nation. What’s more, a quick perusal of the facts reveals several things, 
all of them germane to the discussions at hand. 


First, it is gay-bashing and not Christian-bashing that appears to have spiked in 
Edmonton. Second, it was a church that supported same-sex unions that was 
bombed in the USA recently, not one that opposed it. 


And finally, ministers of many stripes are still getting away with saying about gays 
the kind of hateful things that deservedly earned David Ahenakew a stiff fine and 
expulsion from the Order of Canada when he said them about Jews. 


One can’t help but wonder if maybe the reason these guys don’t like pundits is that 
pundits have a habit of saying what they mean. W 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Looking for a bit of Euphoria 


By Gerard MacMullin 


“We need your help,’ cried a huge ad, which recently ran in a Vancouver newspaper. The 
impressive layout—four pages, no less—promoted the virtues of Euphoria, a local gay men’s 
health conference that happened in June 2004. 


“We want your input and support,” the ad pleaded. 


Being gay, health conscious, and having this huge column to fill, | practically fell over myself 
scrambling for the phone. I’m always willing to offer support, especially when a newspaper 
asks for it! Besides, I’m euphoric about Euphoria. Okay, maybe I’m a little too naive, as well. 


“Gay men’s health has been defined almost exclusively by HIV and AIDS for almost two 
decades now,’ Phillip Banks, of AIDS Vancouver, said in promoting Euphoria 2004. “There is 
no doubt that HIV remains a significant health concern for gay guys, but it is time to acknowl- 
edge that it is part of a larger and more complex set of health challenges...” he added. 


Since | was disappointed when Euphoria didn’t pop up again in June of this year, | was 
delighted to see the fresh call for community involvement. “It’s together we'll make our visions 
of the community a reality,’ the ad promised. Being a big believer in togetherness, | contacted 
Gayway, a storefront resource centre launched two years ago by AIDS Vancouver. Service 
Coordinator, Omar Dominguez, explained his boss was out of town, so work on the commu- 
nity vision thing might have to wait a week or so. Unfortunately,a week is an eternity consid- 
ering my mid-summer deadline and the fact that health issues don’t take holidays. 


Summer is prime time for the spread of HIV, in its various drug resistant mutations, as 
healthy decisions often take a backseat to warm weather, hot beachwear and frosty cocktails. 
Since the last Euphoria, a meningitis outbreak killed at least three gay men and had health 
authorities warning Vancouver guys to stop kissing and sharing drinks. Thousands of free 
vaccines were administered. Crystal meth is ripping through the community like wildfire, while 
we politely debate whether young men too wasted to wear shoes really care about wearing 
condoms. 


In short, we're in desperate need of a little euphoria right now, so | was delighted when 
Dominguez agreed to an interview later that week to help stimulate interest in Euphoria and 
health issues. 


| love the conference’s holistic approach and brash attitude. | think it’s great to have a forum 
that allows gay men to tackle overlooked issues like self-esteem and techniques like art 
therapy. | think exploring body image, aging and interracial dating is far more fun than another 
humourless lecture on wearing rubbers. Who wouldn’t warm up to a conference cocky 
enough to headline anal health and pleasure? 


| arranged my week to accommodate the interview, and | was really excited about seeing 
the piece published just as Vancouver was about to celebrate Pride Week. But just hours 
before our date, Dominguez left a voice mail saying the Q&A was scrubbed. So much for 
Gayway’s mission statement encouraging gay men “to share knowledge, experience and 
resources.” 


“ 


“There’s not much | can tell you right now,’ said Dominguez, “...| can’t elaborate.” He 
stressed that any further comment would have to come from his boss, who was out of town 
until after Outlooks went to press. 


| was puzzled. I’m not after a Pulitzer Prize, just a few simple quotes on a feel-good event. 
| immediately phoned to say the sudden cancellation seemed odd, given the four-page appeal 
for community support. Why make such a high profile plea when no one is available for follow 
up? 

“People have personal lives,” Dominguez offered. 


The cleverly worded newspaper campaign advised us that “the opportunity to build new 
relationships and share experiences is fundamental to the gay community.” 


We can sure talk the talk; but realistically, in the middle of summer, who's got time to walk 
the walk? W 


Gerard MacMullin is a writer and broadcaster who lives in Vancouver’s West End. 
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Same-sex ‘service’ men 


By Ralph Higgins 


Mrs. Patrick Campbell once gave as her now-famous opinion that she didn’t care what 
people did as long as they didn’t do it in the streets and frighten the horses. Increasingly, 
this enlightened attitude is one shared by the majority of Canadians regarding gay rights 
and same-sex marriage. Yet, even in this gentler social climate, the wedding that took 
place May 3, 2005, at St. Mark’s Chapel in Greenwood, Nova Scotia still managed to make 

: : headlines. You see, St. Mark’s 
Chapel is on the Canadian Forces 
| Base and Paul and Gerald, the two 
|men who were married by 
| Reverend Robyn Brown-Hewitt, 
| are both members of the Canadian 
| Forces. This same-gender marriage 
| of soldiers on a Canadian Forces 
base was the first in Canada—and, 
by extension, in North America! 


Paul and Gerald declined to be 
interviewed for this article, prefer- 
ring to retain as much privacy as 
such a public event would allow 
them. | did, however, speak with Captain John 
Pulchny, the Public Relations Officer for the 
base and a twenty-eight-year member of the 
Forces. | asked Capt. Pulchny what the 
reaction had been within the rank and file to Paul and Gerald’s wedding. 


)) Reverend Robyn Brown-Hewitt, minister 
of the Wolfville Pastoral Charge United 
Church of Canada, officiates over the 
marriage of Paul and Gerald at St. 

Mark's Chapel CFB Greenwood. 


“None really. The military has changed since the early nineties,” “There is no 


policy against gays or lesbians in the Canadian military.” 


he says. 


When | suggested to Captain Pulchny that some people would like to view the military 
as the last bastion of conservatism and possessing a restrictive view of traditional values, 
he was quick to answer, “Well, they’d be wrong!” 


He further explained that all policies regarding dismissal from the military for 
homosexuality were cancelled in 1993. And, as of 2003, a same-sex couple wishing to use 
a Canadian Forces chapel as a place of blessing for their marriage could do so, providing 
at least one of them was a member of the Forces and the marriage was conducted in 
accordance with the law of the province in which the marriage was to take place. 


The directive from the Department of National Defence states that every CF chaplain 
will receive all couples who 
come to them—regardless of 
sexual orientation—with 
respect and dignity. If, for 
reasons of faith or conscience 
he or she is not able to conduct 
the ceremony, then the chaplain 
must arrange for a colleague to 
do so. In the case of Paul and 
Gerald, the chaplain, Padre 
David Greenwood, led the couple through the marriage preparation course but, since he 
is an Anglican, was obliged to find a United Church minister (Rev. Brown-Hewitt) to 
actually conduct the service. Padre Greenwood remarked that he was very proud to 
have been part of the process and hoped that other gays and lesbians would come 
forward to marry on base. 


For these two men are no Oscar 
Wildes, no effete languid types 
dangling cologne-soaked 
handkerchiefs from limp wrists. 
Paul and Gerald rank among the 
uber-masculine: they are 
soldiers! 


While both Lt.-Cmdr. Greenwood and Captain Pulchny went to some length to 
portray the modern Canadian military as a tolerant, open organization, one can’t help but 
wonder if the day-to-day picture for queer soldiers is quite as Rosie (O’Donnell) as they 
would have us believe. Given the negative media attention that the Canadian Forces has 
been subjected to over the last decade, a happy love story must come as a great relief to 
those whose job it is to keep the shine on the service brass. Certainly the Canadian 
official policy stands in sharp contrast with the ludicrous American practice of “Don’t Ask, 
Don't Tell”. Canadian soldiers are not only free to tell, they can also say: | do! | do! 


Amid all the acrimonious wrangling among politicians over Bill C-38 and the fear- 
mongering attempted by some religious groups that gay marriage would lead to the 
downfall of society comes this story. The example of Gerald and Paul flies in the face of 
every right wing stereotype of homosexuals. For these two men are no Oscar Wildes, 
no effete languid types dangling cologne-soaked handkerchiefs from limp wrists. Paul and 
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Gerald rank among the Uber-masculine: they are soldiers! None of which makes them 
more nor less deserving of the choice to marry, but in the public mind, their example 
creates a vastly different image of who gays are. 


Paul and Gerald were surely aware of this; how could they not be? Their marriage was 
an act of love, compelled by circumstances to become an act of courage. Any of us who 
have ever taken part in any kind of rally or public protest knows the last minute, gulping 
hesitation about standing up and being counted. One can only imagine how much more 
fraught with doubt and questions this decision must have been. 


Captain Pulchny mentioned that over all, the wedding was not a big media story. Still, 
the impact on the psyche of queer Canadians has been significant. 


| wonder if perhaps there was not more controversy simply because we are Canadians. 
While we may get worked up about issues like the threatened dissolution of the country 
or the price of gasoline, when it comes to social issues we are generally quite mild- 
mannered folk who don’t like to make too much of a fuss. When presented with a fait 
accompli, we generally shrug and move on. 


The passage of Bill C-38 represents a large step forward for Canadians. Let us look 
toward the day when two people, regardless of gender, can stand in the presence of 
whatever spiritual authority is meaningful to 
them, surrounded by the loving support of 
family and friends and have their marriage be 
regarded not as front page news, but rather 
as a simple love story. 


Congratulations, Gerald and Paul! W 


Ralph Higgins is a writer, columnist and 
book/movie reviewer living in the Annapolis 
Valley of Nova Scotia. 


- Devadave Salon 


DevaDave 
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Edmonton Vocal Minority... 


Join EVM... 
When: 7:00 PM, September 12 or 19 

Where: Garneau United Church (11148 84 Avenue) 
Information: WwWw.evmchoircom 

Questions: Sing@evmchoir.com; (780) 479 2038 
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Burger Brigade 
Randy (centre) with his 
“grillfriends Lorrie (left) 
and Michele, is all 
ready to send 
buckaroos and 
buckarettes off to the 
CRIR full ‘n’ happy. 


MONEY-PENNIES f[ 
Feeding Trough 


Seeing as the weather was 
nice, the Money-Pennies crew 
herded hungry revelers into 
the side driveway for a bit of 
a nosh. Best of all? The 
leftovers can just be hosed 
away! 


CALGARY 


A Feast Of Friends 
A group of happy campers—er, eaters—await 
their “last supper” of the rodeo weekend. 

Pictured from left are: Darren, Kevin, Mel, Rick, 


Labbatt rep Jordan, Teresa and Megan Glamour Shot 


Troy and Kal show us how it’s really 
done—those hats are so jaunty you'd swear 
they were Easter bonnets, wouldn't you? 


So Long, It’s Been Good To 
Know Ya... 

AIDS Calgary’s outgoing Team 
Leader for Communications and 
Development, Eric Berndt 
(centre), is pictured here at his 
farewell party with AIDS Calgary 
receptionist Coral and Sean, of 
the GLCSA/AIDS Calgary- 
sponsored Choices program. 


Friendly Farewell 


On hand to give Eric 
(centre left) a big send-off 
were (from left) Kevin, 
Lesley and past AIDS 
Calgary Executive 
Director Kevin Midbo. 


METRO KICK-OFF 


‘THE Papers ARE SIGNED’ CELEBRATION 
DETOUR 


ree 
Ca 


and Colin pose in front of 
the entrance sign of their 


Setting The Stage 
Country vocalist Justin James, in from 
Nashville, gives the crowd a taste of what's 


new business venture. 


to come, namely a weekend full of fun and 
great music up at Symon’s Valley Ranch. 


Why Is A Gay Guy 
Grabbing My Breast?! 
Ali grins and bears it as 


pal Josh (right) cops a 

quick feel up front. And 
look at Craig in the back 
there, lookin’ all sweet 
and innocent! 


» Farewell Serenade 


| Special guest performer Patrick Masse gave the 
“survivors” one last dose of C&W music—that is, 
until the Stampede rolled around three days later... 


CRAWL 

'd Like A ’*Table And A 
Booth 

Detour DJ Ward hard at work 
making sure everyone is feeling 
appropriately “spin-ny”. 


Staff Support 
Not that anyone on 
the pub crawl 
needed it at this 
point, but (from * 
left) Rekroom staff 
members George, 
Eric and Charles 
were on hand to 


offer it anyway 


Planning an event in Calgary? 
Contact Cap at (403) 228-1157 
and he'll see about covering it in Out 
& About. 

Photos By: Outlooks Staff 


i 
The Kindest Cut 
Calgary Cut-a-thon 
organizer Linda Houston 


made good use of the We’re Not Crawling Yet... 


Looking remarkably 
fresh—especially after a week 
of Stampede—Victor, Grant 
and C. J. were ready to paint 


event to promote her 
upcoming event, which 
benefits the lunch 
program at AIDS 
Calgary. She’s pictured the town red... or whichever 


here with a somewhat colour might strike their fancy 


nervous DJ Mystare, 
AKA “the other” Eric. 


after a few stops on the liquor 
loop. 
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If you’ re > thinking about alerting the GLBT community 
_ to your product or service, call Outlooks Sales Exec 


CANADA’S EX! SIVE TRAVEL PROVIDER 
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Cap Peters for all your advertising needs. Large or 


small, colour or black-and-white, he can tailor an ad 

_ campaign to suit the specific needs of your business. 

_ For more information, call him at 228-1157 (toll-free 

outside of Calgary at 1-888-228-1157) or e-mail him 
at: sales@outlooks.ca. 
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PAI Patient 
Curtis Jones © 


Ee 6, ¥ & Bm. & 
Unit Hair Graftings 
For the past 29 years PAI has offered thousands of men and women estheti- 
cally pleasing hair transplant procedures and confidential counseling for hair 
loss problems. Our Multi-Unit Hair Grafting® technique will provide you with the 
most natural appearance, the greatest density and the most comfort while per- 
manently restoring your hair. 


PAI Aliso Offers: Laser Treatments for Hair Loss deliver the healthy, 
nourishing effects of non-invasive Low Level Laser Therapy to hair. Laser treat- 

Ai ments prevent scalp hair loss, initiate scalp hair regrowth, and is the first therapy 
503 - 17" Avenue S.W. Calgary to have shown an increase in hair strength. 


ROSS Hair Loss Prevention Program integrates shampoos, lotions and 


PAI MEDICALGROUP” tonics into a treatment method that is proven effective in promoting the regen- 
Hair Transplants to Change eration of living hair cells. PAI offers treatments from hair hygienists specially 


Your Look and Your Life! trained in hair loss prevention procedures. 


We would like to take this opportunity to offer you a savings Summer surgery dates go fast so be sure to book 
of $500 off of your next hair transplant procedure. earny and take advantage of this offer. 


Expires August 31", 2006, No Gash Value 


To book a free private consultation call: 


403-228-3940 or 1-800-830-2911 


503 - 17" Avenue SW, Calgary Alberta 


PAI MEDICALGROUP 


Hair transplants to change 
your look and your life! 


Brian Lawrence is part artist, part technology guy; 
the shift to the digital age has allowed him to combine 
his passion for photography with a keen interest in, 
and knowledge of, technology. Specializing in portrait 
work, modelling portfolios, event, ad and magazine 
photography, Brian enjoys capturing the power of 
people and their expressions. He finds that he truly 
enjoys the flexibility of the new digital medium, which 
seems to have helped spur that creative gene in him. 


is proud to bring you this regular showcase of photographic talent in 
C j VJ | Be C) .¢ SJ Canada’s GLBT community. If you would like your work considered 


for this feature please submit samples to main@outlooks.ca 


DRAG KING BuRLEsQue What Kind Of Hair Are You 
Planning an an ‘event in 
Win 


CLUB DESIRE Talkin’ About?! nipeg? _ GIo’s 
An audience member gets an Contact Brent at (204) 789- : ' - o u t & 
j : 9215 and he’ll see about 
impromptu hair consultation from covering it in Out & About. AS 
Christopher-Noel (left). Is that All Photos By: Brent Y. or 


the Golden Boy on that envelope 
or are you just glad to see me? 


Smack Down 
It looks like Whitney 
Houston’s seen better 


days in this parody by 
Venetia Blinds. Don't 


worry, Hon—we will 


always love you-o00-0000. 


Always Be 
Prepared... 
Christopher-Noel gets 
a helping hand from 
a friend—what kind 
of a merit badge 


Well, Cover Me In 
Honey And Throw Me To 
The Lesbians... 

Carlos Las Vegas “‘sweetens 


Wels ey going for, the pot” with a few squirts 
HE of liquid gold, applied 


liberally 


RHP’s “Be Fasutous” Concert 
MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE 


She’s Tutu Much! 


The lovely Tatiana White glides across § Please, Folks—No Bathroom Humour... 


the stage as prima ballerina Evelyn Patrick Michael lays into George Michael's 
Hart... only bigger! song Freedom. Let’s hope the impersonation 
ends there! 


Cheers For Queers 
The air was filled with 
balloons and much applause 
at the close of the Rainbow 
4 Harmony Project’s big show. 


Visit us at www.autoliquidators.ca 
102 58th Avenue SW | (403) 259-5958 


Now That We’ve 
Got Your 
Attention... 

Kim, lead vocalist of 
special guest group 
the Wyrd Sisters, gets 
cosey with RHP Artistic ¢ 
Director Vic Hooper. 
Bet she feels a bit of a } 
tit, huh? j fn 


99 BMW 328is, Btowout Price! 


A Bit Of Sparkling Personality { a : : 99 ate 4.6EL Premium $ 1 O) 5 Q G 5 


With Your Bubbly? 

Raymond and John greeted guests at 
the post-performance champagne 
reception with charm and wit. And they 


ve’ Ride With Pride 


WE'LL GET THE CAR YOU'RE LOOKING FOR, 
ASK ABOUT OUR CAR BROKERAGE SERVICES 


Proud to be serving the community 


500 OFF WITH THIS AD 


Bap CREDIT? THIS IS YOUR CHANCE! 
Get your CONFIDENTIAL LOAN APPROVAL: 
(403) 259-5958 
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hadn't even opened a bottle yet! 


What If | Make A Boob-Boo? 
Kim takes a moment to sign an 
autograph for a fan. Are we detecting a 
trend with body parts here? More 
importantly, is that ink permanent? 


Pd 


ISSUES 


Finishing what's started... 


By David Crosson 


As Neil Sedaka once so famously warbled, “Breaking up is hard to do”. Imagine, then, that 
this hardship is compounded by the fact that you can’t break up—at least not legally— 
because no blueprint for your type of relationship exists. Such was the case for a B.C. couple 
known only as J.S.and C.F, their identities now concealed by a publication ban. The two were 
married in the Vancouver Island town of Parksville back in July of 2003, just ten days after 
same-sex marriages were made legal in that province. After ten months of married life (the 
pair had been together for a year prior to tying the knot) it became clear that things weren't 
going to work out, and J.S. sought a divorce. Much to her surprise, she was advised that 
same-sex divorce was not permitted under existing laws, even in one of the most liberal 
provinces in Canada. 


“When the lawyer said ‘| have some bad news for you: you can’t get divorced’, | just 
laughed,” J.S. recalls. “I thought: What's the punchline?” 


At issue was the fact that marriage was a federal matter—obviously with some provincial 
exceptions when it came to same-sex unions at the time—but those pertaining to dissolu- 
tion of same had not yet been changed either federally or provincially. And, according to the 
Divorce Act,a marriage in that regard was only recognized as involving “a man and a woman”. 


“The weird thing was,’ J.S. says,““‘that we were completely allowed to get married in B.C — 
that had been made law. But when it came to undoing that the legal issues hadn’t been 
addressed on the other end. You'd think they would have adjusted both things at once, but 
that wasn’t the case.” 


Interestingly, theirs was not going to be the first same-sex divorce in Canada: an Ontario 
couple had successfully done so in September of 2004, but there was no court challenge to 
their proceedings. 


The dissolution of J.S’s own marriage was another matter altogether, one that was going 
to require a lengthy and expensive challenge to the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. And 
so, with the assistance of lawyers Bonnie McLaughlin and Elisabeth Strain, J.S. waded into the 
fray, the three taking on a case that would set into motion a judicial chain of events that could 


io 


rant 


potentially make history in this country. 


“It was pretty emotional, pretty stressful,” J.S. admits. “I had the added stress of this 
challenge and the possibility that maybe this might not happen; that we might not be able to 
get divorced after all.” 


At the core of the case was an argument prepared by McLaughlin, which stated that the 
Divorce Act in Canada violated the Charter of Rights and Freedoms with its wording of “man 
and woman”. The suggested amendment, based in part on the same-sex divorce case in 
Ontario, was to change the gender-specific terminology to “persons”. 


Even though the proposal made perfect sense, particularly in a province that already 
allowed same-sex marriage, J.S. still had some misgivings. “With everything happening in the 
government at the time—MPs walking out and everything— was really expecting [the judge] 
to say,‘Oh, I’m sorry but I’m going to have to hold off on deciding if you can divorce or not 
until something happens in Parliament and the same-sex bill passes, if it passes. You'll just have 


”” 


to be separated for now’: 


Indeed, the issues raised by this case were twofold: first, same-sex marriage was still an 
extremely divisive issue and Bill C-38 had not yet made its way through Parliament; second, 
there were rumblings in the community that J.S’s case would make gay marriage look bad on 
the PR front, and gave credence to the notion that same-sex unions were more unstable than 
their straight counterparts. 


J.S.admits she was aware of the potential for negative publicity but also acknowledges the 
necessity for her to proceed with the challenge. “People were glad that it was going to 
happen and knew that we needed it to happen, but at the same time they were quite 
concerned about us getting a divorce before the whole same-sex marriage thing had even 
been decided in Parliament,” she says. “However, a lot of marriages don’t even last a year, so 
we were really no different than straight people. The fact that this was a same-sex marriage 
[being dissolved] just made it that much more noticeable.” 


People, especially those in the media, really did take notice when, in the middle of June 
2005, Justice Laura Gerow struck down the “man and woman” definition as unconstitutional, 
replacing it with the term “persons”. 


For J.S. personally, Gerow’s ruling was a victory not just for her but for gays and lesbians 
across the country. “It was just incredible to see her pick up the law book, open it and take 
her pen and scratch out ‘man and woman’ and write in the new definition,” she recalls. “Being 
there and being a part of history was pretty amazing, even though it was still something like 


a divorce.” _ continued opposite 


HELP WANTED 


More amazing still were the circumstances that brought 
Justice Gerow to the bench in the first place. According to 
J.S., the judge originally set to preside over the case was rushed to the hospital on her way 
to court. With the lawyer representing the Attorney General of Canada on her way, and all 
the other key players in place, something had to be done quickly. In order to make it all 
happen according to schedule, Judge Gerow was flown into Nanaimo, where the case is being 
heard, and wound up staying overnight to consider the evidence and arguments presented 
to her. 


from previous 


Clearly, for gays and lesbians throughout Canada, the maneuvering was worth the effort. 
With her ruling, Justice Gerow set a legal precedent with the J.S. case, one that the lawyer 
representing the Attorney General was in agreement with. And, although the decision did 
not automatically establish new guidelines on a federal level, it will pave the way for such 
cases in other provinces and territories. 


“This was just for B.C., but because it happened in Ontario and B.C. [with the same 
outcome], it sort of sets the stage for everyone else in the country,” J.S. says. “This will be 
cited as a precedent case for other gay couples who want to get divorced, especially since 
the Attorney General sent their lawyer and their lawyer was in agreement.” 


Despite an unfortunate first-time encounter with the institution of marriage, J.S. says the 
experience hasn’t soured her outlook. “I can’t rule out marriage completely—who knows 
what the future will hold?” she says. “| guess we were just so excited that we were able to 
get married, because it was so new, that we rushed into it.” 


Given the excitement surrounding the recent Canada-wide ruling, it’s quite likely that 
others will rush into matrimony without first considering the seriousness of the commit- 
ment. On this subject, J.S. is reluctant with her advice, although she obviously speaks from 
experience. “I can’t really speak for anyone else but I'd definitely say spend a lot of time 
together before you get married. And, if you are having trouble, I'd suggest counselling to 
start with—try to work things out as best you can. But, if you’ve tried everything to make 
it work and a just doesn’t, then at least you know you have the option of dissolving the 
marriage.” 


That this option even exists is due in large part to the efforts of J.S. and her lawyers. 


WHADDAYA MEAN you 
HAVE TO GO TO LA FOR 
A FEW MONTHSPP! 


I'M GONNA BE ON A REALITY SHOW -- 
AND THEY NEED US TO LIVE THERE 
FOR THIRTEEN WEEKS... 


Though the final bill for her Charter challenge has not yet been tallied, J.S. says she knows 
this exercise has been a costly one, an issue made even more difficult by the fact that she is 
currently on disability. If you would like to contribute to help offset some of the costs of his 
groundbreaking ruling, you may contact lawyer Elisabeth Strain (elisabeth.strain@nanaimo- 
familylaw.com) to inquire after the J.S. Divorce Case legal fund. If you prefer to do so by post, 
her mailing address is: 


Elisabeth Strain 
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IT WAS ANNIE'S IDEA. 
WITHOUT ASKIN’ ME, SHE 
SUBMITTED ME AS A CON- 

TESTANT. | WAS WAY 


AND | THOUGHT, OKAY, 
WHATEVER, I'LL GIVE IT A 
TRY... MAYBE THIS COULD 
HELP ME REACH PEOPLE 
WITH MY ART, EHP 
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WELL, | GUESS | CAN 
UNDERSTAND THAT... SO 
WHAT /S THIS SHOW 


IT'S THIS 
LAME-ASS 
GAY REALITY 


itty yg. 


BUT YOU HAZE REALITY TV! 
WHY WOULD YOU WANNA BE 
ON ONE OF THOSE THINGS?! 


| HAVE TO LIVE IN THE “GARDEN OF 
EDEN" WITH 12 HUNKY DUDES, ONE OF 
WHOM “ADAM" WILL PICK AS HIS 
IDEAL MATE, “STEVE.” THE CATCH IS 
THAT ONE OF US “STEVES" IS 
SECRETLY “THE SERPENT” -- AND IF 
ADAM CHOOSES HIM, THE SERPENT 
WINS AND ADAM “FALLS FROM GRACE.” 


OH, YEAH... AND 
THE ONLY THING 
WE GET TO WEAR 
IsA FIG LEAF. 


PISSED... BUT THEN SHE 
TOLD ME HOW SOME OF 
THEM CAN, LIKE, MAKE A 

LOT OF MONEY, GET ALL 
FAMOUS, AND EVEN 
LAUNCH 

SUCCESSFUL 

CAREERS... 


OKAY, LEMME GET THIS 
STRAIGHT... YOU'RE GONNA 
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WAIT A MINUTE. YOU'RE UPSET 
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fYrefly’s leadership legacy 


By Marjorie Wonham 


“Elephant!” said Lynn Sutankayo, whirling around to point at three members of the 
circle, who had three seconds to jump up and assemble an elephant together. 
“Giraffe!” she said, pointing at me. The person on my left scrambled onto a chair 
while the one on my right crouched to become a body. This sort of giggle-inducing 
silliness is Sutankayo’s specialty, as demonstrated while coaching twelve of us into a 
functioning team. Her motivation? We were among the twenty or so adult and youth 
facilitators for Camp fYrefly, Canada’s largest LGBTT QA (lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans- 
gender, two-spirited, queer, questioning and allied) youth leadership camp. 


Hosted in Edmonton—which is, yes, still in Ralph Klein’s “we don’t need no stinkin’ 
gay marriage” Alberta—the second annual Camp fYrefly drew nearly fifty youth from 
across Canada for four action-packed days at the Bennett Centre, an environmental 
education facility in the city’s river valley park system. 


“The most important aspect of Camp fYrefly,’ says returning youth leader Robbie 
Medeiros, “is that being queer is a non-issue. Imagine how many times a day the fact 
that you're different comes up.... You’re in a space where it’s a given that you're 
different, and that doesn’t matter.’ Echoes Kaitlyn Hatch, a returning youth leader 
from Calgary, “Camp fYrefly gives youth a sense of freedom because they don’t have 
to fret or worry about coming out, they can just be themselves...” 


Sutankayo, the camp’s education coordinator, explains that the fYrefly metaphor 
reflects the notion that every youth shines with the potential for leadership. The goal 
for the camp is to develop that potential with further skills and networks, allowing a 
youth to shine even brighter, both here and back at home. Sutankayo and Kristy 
Harcourt, the project’s coordinator, are nothing if not suited for this mission. As 
experienced educators, artists, activists and community leaders, they work together 
to help run the camp’s umbrella program, Out Is In, a free arts-based program for 
Edmonton’s LGBTTQ, questioning and allied youth. Camp fYrefly, which shares the 
same goals and philosophy of developing youth leadership skills through creativity, is 
a natural outgrowth. 


For this year’s camp, the Out Is In project team assembled a team of artists, drama- 
tists, and community and youth leaders with an impressive diversity of experience. 
The camp’s opening ceremony, led by three aboriginal community leaders, featured a 
two-spirit talking circle and workshop. Focusing on aboriginal teachings of the inter- 
connectedness of nature and spirituality, the leaders emphasized how the laws of 
nature can also underlie a respectful and caring community. As part of that opening 
ceremony, the aboriginal leaders also called forth a two-spirited Cree spirit to watch 
over the youth during the camp. Beginning from this grounded sense of place and 
respect, the four-day program of workshops and activities was designed to build 
youth leadership capacity, skills and self-esteem. 


Luckily, the workshops were hardly what you’d expect to find in school (this is 
summer, after all). With a focus on song, dance, drama, music, art, writing, conversa- 
tion and games, planned sessions included a youth-led workshop on building and 
maintaining a school-based GSA (gay-straight student alliance), a two-part workshop 
by Planned Parenthood on how to develop and present youth-led educational talks 
on HIV/AIDS, and a workshop in which the youth presentation team OutSpeakz (also 
a project of Out Is In) offered their creative tools for responding to oppressive “fag- 
talk” (as in “that’s so gay”) at school and in the community. 


In between structured activities was time designated for reflection, socializing, 
outdoor recreation and spontaneity. Hatch remembers from a previous camp, being 
at “a sharing circle out in a field this one day and someone found a ladybug. They 
were all over the place and soon we were passing ladybugs around this circle like 
little pieces of luck. Everyone was free to speak their mind and it was an experience 
you couldn’t plan—or duplicate. It was so amazing to feel that vibe and all that 
connectedness.” 


In a similar vein, Medeiros recalls “the random jam session that happened in the 
cafeteria during one of the meals. Someone started a rhythm, which was picked up 
by multiple campers and turned into a jam session using cutlery, and clapping and 
humming and... just the synergy among people who started off as strangers was 
intense.” 


Although some of the workshops emphasize healthy, sex-positive relationships, 
Camp fYrefly is no gay Club Med. In addition to a no drugs and alcohol policy, there 
is a very clear policy to discourage sexual activity and even the formation of best- 
friend pairs and cliques. This, says Harcourt, maintains the pressure-free, inclusive and 
respectful atmosphere of the camp. Indeed, one of Harcourt’s greatest goals is 
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On fYre: participants in a 
workshop at last year’s Camp 
fYrefly youth leadership event - 


ensuring that Camp fYrefly is accessible to all 
youth. This includes physical considerations, as well as any financial, mental, 
emotional, or social barriers to comfort and participation. In particular, this means 
the camp is wheelchair-friendly, has ASL interpreters for the hearing-impaired youth, 
accommodates a wide range of food allergies and preferences, and has volunteer 
chartered psychologist present to help out. It also means the adult and youth leaders 
are prepped with strategies and tools for emphasizing inclusion over division. 


Inclusion is certainly no problem for the camp’s youth leaders, who seem fabulously 
talented and enthusiastic. Nancy Price and Jay Bodnariuk, both well-spoken, musical, 
bisexual twenty-somethings, are active participants in Out Is In, OutSpeakz, and 
Edmonton’s LGBTQ youth group, Youth Understanding Youth. Having performed their 
own work during Edmonton’s Pride Week in June, both performd and helped lead 
workshops at Camp fYrefly. The pre-camp leadership program, says Price, focused on 
conflict resolution and on learning to be “a leader from within, not from above.” 


Other youth leaders, like nineteen-year-olds Daniel Benn and Tam Gorzalka and 
eighteen-year old Q.C. Gu, participated in Camp fYrefly for the first time. Gu and 
Benn both attended summer camp as kids, but Gorzalka never found one—until 
fYrefly—that sounded appealing. She says one of the greatest challenges of the pre- 
camp leadership training was planning for the age-range of the participants. It’s hard, 
she allows, to remember what it was like to be fourteen. 


“The greatest challenge in running Camp fYrefly is money,” says Sutankayo. Funding 
for the camp’s coordinating program, Out Is In, is provided by a community mobiliza- 
tion grant from Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada. However, Camp 
fYrefly itself receives limited funding and relies upon a small army of adult facilitators 
and youth leaders, which helps keep the cost to each youth at a nominal $25. This 
secures their spot but is only a small fraction of the per capita operating cost. Most 
of the camp’s operating budget comes from individual and small-organization 
sponsors, through the tax-deductible “Send a Queer Kid to Camp” program. A 
common plea repeated by organizers and youth alike is to give a queer kid the chance 
you never had. 


Does Camp fYrefly make a difference? Feedback from participants is overwhelm- 
ingly positive. Many of the youth expressed appreciation for the inspiring music and 
dance, as well as the almost overwhelming emotion that emerged from some 
sessions. Others commented on the creature comforts of great food, co-ed dorms 
and gender-free bathrooms. One particular suggestion from last year was to improve 
the inclusion of trans-identified youth; this year, at least one trans-identified adult 
volunteer was in attendance. Indeed, it’s a sign of the overall success of the first year 
that almost half the youth returned for a 
second year, several of them as camp 
leaders. Other participants from last year 
are now working on their own Calgary- 
based leadership program, and one even 
launched her own yoga-based fundraising 
project for this year’s Camp fYrefly. 


To help sponsor a youth to attend Camp 
fYrefly, please contact Kristopher Wells by 
e-mail at: kwells@ualberta.ca or call him at 
(780) 492-0772. All donations are eligible 
to receive a charitable tax receipt. W 


Marjorie Wonham is an adult facilitator with 
Youth Understanding Youth, Edmonton’s 
LGBTQ and allied youth group, and is volun- 
teering at Camp fYrefly for the first time this 
summer. 
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OPINION rg 
The economics of equality 
By Peter Carlyle-Gordge 


The steady, onward march of gay rights in Canada and the recognition that same-sexual 
equality is here to stay, has had important economic implications. 


In the past, corporations and companies dared not go where angels feared to tread. 
Finding financial sponsors for Gay Pride parades and gay events was about as easy as trying 
to persuade Stephen Harper to step out in high heels and a boa. Companies feared a 
backlash for visibly supporting GLBT events. 


Now all that is changing. Savvy sellers of goods and services realize that hostility to the 
GLBT community is akin to slashing off your nose to spite your face. It is bad business. 


The Toronto Gay Pride parade, attracting over a million onlookers, is a perfect place to do 
some advertising and marketing. The pink dollar is powerful and so is the blue dollar of those 
who support pink causes. Corporations ignore both at their peril. Smaller centres still have 
some trouble attracting corporate sponsorship but that is slowly changing. 


Being outwardly homophobic can be corporate suicide and pro-gay shareholders can hold 
boards to account. Human Rights organizations can also rein in homophobic businesses, 
fining them and providing plenty of negative publicity. That happened in Winnipeg when a 
local printer refused to print Swerve, the GLBT magazine, because the printer admitted he 
was biased against gays. 


Recently, Winnipeg's Rainbow Resource Centre—which now gets funding help from The 
Winnipeg Foundation, the Jewish Foundation and the United Way—asked how it could 
access monies in the Thomas Sill Foundation, a conservative charitable trust. Its executive 
director told them they had no chance once he realized they were a GLBT organization, but 
quickly changed his tune when warned that such outright hostility might well be of interest 
to the Human Rights Commission. 


The Sill representative quickly arranged a meeting with the resource centre and said they 
might be able to access their goods-in-kind program. It doesn’t provide cash, but does offer 
office furniture, computers and so on. Eventually, this foot in the door may indeed lead to 
some tangible funding but it may take a few years. 


In terms of GLBT civil rights, the United States clearly lags behind Canada, and the religious 
right has done its best to punish corporations that show signs of supporting GLBT causes. 
One of the most publicized recent cases occurred when Microsoft supported a move in 
Washington State to approve a gay civil rights bill, which had won support in the House. But 
Ken Hutcherson, a Seattle evangelist, threatened a national boycott of Microsoft products if 
the firm didn’t recant. 


To its eternal shame and much damaging publicity, Microsoft cravenly caved in to this 
blatant blackmail and withdrew its support. The measure failed to get Senate approval by one 
vote, but Microsoft's stance brought a huge backlash and the company was forced to change 
its mind again, vowing to support such a measure in future. 


Now Oregon-based Nike has learned from Microsoft’s mistake and has announced its 
unwavering support for two GLBT civil rights bills that will create civil unions and anti- 
discrimation laws in that state . Nike is getting tons of positive publicity from its decision. 


Nike representative Wes Coleman is capitalizing to the hilt. “One of the Nike maxims is 
‘Do the Right Thing’,” he says. “This asks our employees not to look for things that make us 
different but to look for things that make us better. Many of our employees’ lives will be 
better because of passage of these bills.” 


The religious right is noted for bullying 
tactics. The American Family Association 
waged an eight-year boycott of Disney 
products and theme parks after attacking it for 
supporting gay issues. Southern Baptists also 
supported this boycott, accusing Disney of 
violating “moral righteousness and traditional 
family values”. 


TAA FLAPS 


Clearly, the campaign had little effect 
because it has just been called off, though the 
self-righteous Baptists will continue monitoring 
Disney. In the last thirty years, the southern 
Baptists have passed thirteen resolutions 
against gays and lesbians and they oppose all 
efforts to teach diversity and anti-homophobia 
in schools. 
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On the positive side, corporate sponsorship 
wits Shenenianoeeeees 


of gay events has never been stronger in the U.S., despite the venom-spitting religious zealots. 
In San Francisco, both Volkswagen and Wells Fargo Bank have strongly supported Gay Pride. 
Companies are choosing to ignore threats from anti-gay groups and advertising agencies are 
encouraging clients to support gay events as a sound business decision. 


Supporters of Pride events now include Anheuser-Busch, Bank of America, Avis Rent-A- 
Car,Aetna Insurance and Delta Airlines. The latter is sponsoring Pride festivals in New York, 
Boston, Cincinnati, San Francisco and Atlanta. A Delta spokesperson says the Pride festivals 
offer a very loyal customer base and it would be crazy not to cater to it. 


Other corporate sponsors at Pride events now include Ford Motor co., Absolut Vodka, 
Washington Mutual Bank, PepsiCo Inc. and the Showtime and Bravo cable networks. 
Anheuser-Busch finds Pride events perfect for promoting its Bud Light brand. 


In Minneapolis, Best Buy is a sponsor of Twin Cities Pride and Coca Cola has been involved 
with Pride events in Atlanta, its home city. Smaller, local companies are often involved in Pride 
sponsorship, but in Toronto some major players have come aboard, including Air Canada, 
Labatt Blue, 7-Eleven,Via Rail, Ikea, MAC, Rogers, Pizza Pizza and the University of Toronto. 


With increasing acceptance of gays as part of mainstream society—and gay marriage now 
legat—the trend to marketing at Pride events will likely increase and the power of extremist 
bigots to blackmail corporations will decrease. In the U.S. alone it’s estimated that today the 
GLBT population numbers fifteen million, with a combined purchasing power of $610 billion. 


Finally, all of this can work in reverse. The GLBT community wields significant economic 
power and can, if it wishes, withdraw support from companies and suppliers who are clearly 
homophobic whether publicly or privately. And there is good news from rainy Manchester, 
England, where | studied economics at the university for four years. 


The Coop Bank, headquartered in that city, announced in June that it has ordered a gay- 
bashing Christian conservative group, Christian Voice, to close its accounts. The bank will no 
longer do business with the group, which believes gays and women should be banned from 
working as police officers. 


Says bank official Simon Williams: “They are targeting one group in society in a hateful 
manner... The bank believes in respect for all sectors of society and its approach to Christian 
Voice is based purely on the issue of diversity and not on the grounds of religion.” 

Amen to that—and long may Coop Bank prosper. W 


Peter Carlyle-Gordge is a former Manitoba correspondent for Maclean’s and The Financial 
Post. He has written for most major magazines and newspapers in Canada as well as broad- 
casting on the national and international networks of CBC Radio. 
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Pil Say Yo 


wares at the 


Ball, Anyone? 
Ample evidence for 
trying to get into a bit 
of aquatic trouble next 
time you're at the 
beach. David 

Hasselhoff he ain't! 


Dust The 


just demons 


Clean Lungs Are 
Gurl’s Best Frien 


Buster Cuerry's 507TH 
CELEBRITIES 


Smoke-free diva Carlota 
Gurl poses with her butt 


out poster. Wait, that 
didn’t sound right... 


Dick Head—Er, Hat... 
Actualy, it’s a tiara, a special 


Oh, Yeah—Well I’m Gonna Bust You! 
Simone helps Buster celebrate year 50 in grand 
style—grand diva style, actually. That's some set 
of birthday bumps, Simone... 
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Need A ‘Grand 
Opening’! 

Perennial diva Barb 
Snelgrove examines 


some of Priape’s 


! Thought I Told You To 


Is that guy flogging a work 


ethic into an employee or 


Either way, as Paris would 
say, “That's hot”. 
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launch 


(Chain) Male 
Brian hits the “links” in a breezy, if 
hefty, showstopper of a top. Watch 


Show’s Over, Folks... 
your nips in that thing, Brian! ¢ 


And business is just beginning. 
Pictured here with the models are 


Priape owner Bernard and 


Montréal store manager Sylvain. 


hotties! 


Libby Lights Up 
MP Libby Davies was 
positively glowing at the 
event—think it had 


something to do with C- 
38 passing? 


Racks! 


trating the gear? 
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Planning gn event in Vancouver? 
Contact Barry at (604) 685- 
1377 and he'll see about 


covering it in Out & About. 
Photos By: Barry Piersdorff 
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Park. Kings. Lots. 
Members of 3$Bill were 
on hand to celebrate in 
the park. Talk about 


KNIGHTS OF MALTA BARE AS You Dare 


PRIDE FIELD TRIP 
NANAIMO, B.C. 
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Flagging Spirit 
Patrick greets the PumpjJack crew 
at the docks in preparation for 
Nanaimo’s Pride festivities. 


arrived on the docks ready 
for action—tasteful, 
responsible, Pride-oriented 
action, that is... 
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It’s Too Hot For 
Nylons... 

Jim takes advantage of ‘short 
skirt weather—and a fabulous 
party in the park—in 
anticipation of Pride 


Is It Chilly In Here? 
Contestant—and eventual 
z winner—Barney struts his 
stuff for all to see 


Why Did | Write The Lyrics For My 
Number On Here? 

Paige Turner seems curiously enraptured by 
Barney's derriere. Think she'll do U2’s | Still 
Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For? 
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RESULT S— CANADIAN ROCKIES INTERNATIONAL RODES 2005 


ALL AROUND—CRIR 2005 BREAK-AWAY ROPING STEER RIDING STEER DECORATING 
Women: Lori W. (ARGRA) No Winners for 2005 Women: No winner for 2005 Team |: Brian H. (AGRA); Chuck B. 
Men: Carl W. (SSRA) Men: Bob W. (SSRA) (AGRA) 
CALF ROPING ON FOOT 
CANADIAN ALL AROUND Women: Jo-Anne B. (ARGRA) WILD DRAG RACES GOAT DRESSING 
Women: Lori A. (ARGRA) Men: Kevin M. (ARGRA) Team |: Patricia L. (ARGRA); Carl W. Team |: Brian H. (AGRA); Chuck B. 
Men: Kevin M. (ARGRA) (SSRA); Bob W. (SSRA) (AGRA) 
FLAG RACING 
BAREBACK BRONC Women: Lori A. (ARGRA) BULL RIDING EAM ROLING 
No winner for 2005 Men: Carl W. (SSRA) Women: No winner for 2005 No winner for 2005 


Men: Chuck B. (AGRA) 


ALL AROUND CAMP 


BARREL RACING POLE BENDING 


Carl W. (SSRA); Bob W. (SSRA 
Women: Lana C, (ARGRA) Women: Lana C. (ARGRA) CHUTE DOGGING See recon) 
Men: Terry W. (ARGRA) Men: Carl W. (SSRA) Women: Tammy H. (ARGRA) 


David S. (GSGRA) 


ARGRA would like to say a special thank you to the sponsors of the 2005 Canadian Rockies International Rodeo 
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Brad Pasuitti is a Victoria- 
based artist. More of his 


work can be seen online 


at: www3.telus.net/pasutti 


"Le Orientiste” 2002 (35" x 29") oil on canvas over board "Voyeur" 1993 (28" x 22") pastel on paper 


MOON 


"To Caravaggio" 1999 (30" X 41.5") pastel on paper "Through the Looking Glass" 1999 (22.5" X 33") pastel on paper 


is proud to bring you this ongoing showcase of artistic talent in 
oR! ims ee oy 4 * Canada’s GLBT community. If you would like your work considered 
for this feature please submit samples to main@outlooks.ca 
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A life in politics (to date) 


By Dale Smith 


Since the organization’s inception in September of 2003, the face of Canadians for Equal 
Marriage in the media has been that of Alex Munter. In the months leading up to the 
House of Commons votes on Bill C-38, which would extend civil marriage rights to same- 
sex couples, Munter was tireless in his lobbying, attending every event there was to attend 
in Ottawa in order to make sure that people were aware of the message. 


“That's what my life has always been all about, being an elected official,’ Munter says. 
Indeed, Munter served as a city councillor in the Ottawa area from 1991 until 2003. “The 
fundamental thing about being an elected 
person is that you need to like people, 
because it’s a people business. | like people, | 
get energy from others’ energy, so obviously 
it’s been an intensive six-plus months in terms 
of the community, the media, Parliament Hill, 
the constant engagement of people as we 
move forward on the bill.” 


It was around the time of his retirement 
from local politics that Munter got involved 
) with the advocacy group. “I’ve been involved 
in the LGBT community for a long time. | was 
one of the Ottawa co-chairs of the Campaign 
for Equal Families back in 1994, which was a 
group in support of the same-sex relationship 
recognition bill by the Bob Rae NDP govern- 
ment at the time,’ he says. “I was involved in 
some of the discussions after the court 
decisions in June of 2003 that legalized same-sex 
marriage in Ontario and B.C., and there were discus- 
sions in the summer following those court decisions. 
Those discussions were about the idea of forming a 
coalition that would include the LGBT community but would also include other 
Canadians who support the Charter of Rights, Canadians who believe in equality, and 
that’s how Canadians for Equal Marriage was born. 


Alex Munter, of Canadians for 
Equal Marriage, one of the 
most recognizeable faces 
associated with the same-sex 
marriage battle 


“I'd been involved in the executive committee of Canadians for Equal Marriage since 
that point, September 2003, and the decision was made last Christmas that, since we were 
moving into the home stretch with the imminent tabling of the bill, it made sense to move 
the national headquarters of Canadians for Equal Marriage from Toronto—where it had 
been until then—to Ottawa,” he continues. “They needed a national coordinator in 
Ottawa, and so | took that on.” 


With a laugh, he says that his goal all along has been to put himself out of business. 


For Munter, the issue was always much more than just parties and press conferences. 
In May, when the collapse of government looked imminent, Munter and CEM were trying 
to deal with the possible repercussions if an election meant that C-38 died on the Order 
Paper. 


“Obviously, nobody at all could have predicted the series of dominoes [that 
fell]|—including Belinda Stronach and Chuck Cadman—that would lead to the Liberals 
staying in power,’ he says. “Looking back on the past six months, the situation never 
remained stable for more than twenty-four hours. We were up one day and then down 
the next in terms of our prospects. We did what everybody else in Ottawa was doing— 
we started election planning. We developed an election strategy, we had materials ready 
to go and we would have transformed Canadians for Equal Marriage into an election- 
oriented campaign, to try to elect as equal-marriage-friendly a Parliament as possible. The 
core team, about four of us in Ottawa, gathered and watched that roll-call vote and saw 
Chuck Cadman stand up—l’ve never been quite so pleased to throw out a whole lot of 
work that I’d done.” 


And now that it’s over with, what’s next? Does Canadians for Equal Marriage now just 
close up shop, and everyone return to their normal lives, or is there still work to be done? 

“Canadians for Equal Marriage was an outgrowth of EGALE,” Munter points out, refer- 
ring to Equality for Gays and Lesbians Everywhere, the national GLBT advocacy group. 
“CEM will fold back into EGALE and the continuing work on marriage—to the extent 
that there’s further work to do, as well as work on other LGBT issues—will go back to 
EGALE. 

“In terms of me, my affiliation and involvement has been with Canadians for Equal 


Marriage and not EGALE, so | go back to my regular life, which is as a visiting professor 
at the University of Ottawa, as a media commentator and writer—| write a column for 
the Ottawa Citizen and | do commentating on local issues for CBC Radio, CBC French 
Radio, CJOH TY.” 


Munter also teaches summers at Concordia University in Montréal and has a founda- 
tion (the Alex Munter Charitable Foundation) that raises money for social agencies that 
work to prevent homelessness in Ottawa. He also serves on the boards of various local 
community organizations in Ottawa. 


Even though he has not had much to do with federal politics in some of his others 
spheres, one has to wonder if this experience given Munter a taste for federal politics. 


“| think my involvement has always been at the local level, and | think that the oppor- 
tunity for greatest impact is generally at the local level,’ he muses. “That said, I’ve very 
much enjoyed working on this issue. For me, it was a reminder of how big and vast and 
varied a country we live in.” 


With the marriage fight now over with, even in Alberta, what's next for the GLBT 
community? Do we have any battles left to fight? 


Munter thinks so: “I don’t think it’s one fight, one issue, | think it’s a whole bunch of 
little issues. Again, it speaks to the impact at the community and provincial level. | think 
the issue is around access to services. Here in Ottawa, we did a project about four years 
ago, called the ‘LGBT Health and Wellness Study’, that showed that fifty percent of people 
were not out to their physician, for example. | was completely shocked by that finding— 
Ottawa, Canada’s fourth-largest city, yet half of people surveyed were not out to their 
physicians. | think there are a lot of issues around access to health services, access to 
social services and full participation in community life. Those, | think, are issues that vary 
from place to place. Issues like policing, health, social services, education are different in 
Calgary versus Ottawa versus Labrador City.” 


He pauses for a moment. “| think that for most of those issues, political mobilization 
is necessary. With the marriage issue, we saw a combination of political mobilization and 
legal challenges. | think in the future, much more will need to be about political mobiliza- 
tion at the community grassroots level.” 


And we can be sure that in Ottawa, Alex Munter will be leading that charge. 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work has previously appeared 
in XY Magazine, and Outlooks' RSVP competition. 
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At long last my marriage is equal 


By John Coulbourn; reprinted from the June 30th edition of the Toronto Sun with 
permission of Sun Media Corp. 


Some days, the world looks pretty fine—and yesterday was one of them. 


| woke up yesterday morning wrapped securely in the knowledge that for the first time in 
my life, | was legally married, not just in Ontario, but from sea to sea to sea, finally fully at 
home in a country | love passionately. 


Of course, my marriage has been legal in Ontario since it was performed a year and a half 
ago. 

Still, my husband and | have watched with great interest as the rights of gays and lesbians 
to legally create fully functional families has been recognized by more and more jurisdictions 
across the nation. 


On Tuesday night, thanks to a legitimate vote in the House of Commons, that right was 
finally accorded to all the citizens of Canada, requiring only a nod from the Senate to make 
it law. 


Of course, we rejoice—and if, in rejoicing in our victory, we seem to be rejoicing in 
someone else’s defeat, forgive us and try to understand that it is so hard for us to put a face 
on just who or what was defeated. 


Certainly, there are thousands of Canadians who feel passionately that traditional marriage 
should be preserved—and they awoke yesterday morning as free as they have ever been to 
enter into a traditional marriage. 


They may feel that marriage as they know it has been cheapened by extending it to include 
same-sex unions, but considering what heterosexuals have done to the institution over the 
years, it seems to me that the value to be found in any marriage today lies in what the princi- 
pals bring to it, not what the state imposes upon it. 


We also know that mere legislation is not going to work miracles, that there will always 
be people who will refuse to see us as married—or at least not as married as a man and a 
woman would be. 
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Now, however, thanks to the passage of Bill C-38, we don’t have to worry about what 
those people think. Instead, we can get on with building our lives together, which is, procre- 
ative arguments notwithstanding, the driving force behind most successful marriages, at least 
in my observation. 

And marriage it is and marriage it must remain, for calling it anything else merely marks 
those who enter into such unions as “different” in a world that has proved conclusively 
through this debate that differences aren’t always something we celebrate. 

In my less charitable moments as this argument has raged, I’ve found myself wondering if 
the insistence that gay and lesbian marriage be called something other than marriage grows 
out of a concern that no longer will people be able to identify themselves as part of the 
exclusive heterosexual club, simply by labeling themselves married. 


Time will tell. 


| know, nonetheless, that it is hard today for some people to accept the fact that two men 
or two women can marry, but over time, we'll all get used to it. 

Months ago, my reference to my husband prompted an otherwise intelligent colleague to 
crow: “Does this mean you're the wife?” 

Someday, | hope he’ll understand that a marriage can embrace two husbands or two wives 
as easily as it embraces one of each, but if he doesn’t, that’s now his problem, not mine, for | 
already know it and my life is the richer for it. 

Rest assured, it is something he will never understand if the notion that same-sex marriage 
can be called something else ever takes wing. 

While | may subscribe to Shakespeare's theory that a rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet, this really is more of a situation of, ‘If it walks like a duck and it quacks like a duck...” 

If gays and lesbians are to be afforded the opportunity to enter into an institution equal 
to marriage in every way, then let’s just call it marriage and get on with it. 

After all, the sun came up yesterday morning, just as it did the day before—and | presume 
that your marriage is as strong today as it was Tuesday, regardless of the gender of your 
spouse. 


| know mine is. 


Vv 


John Coulbourn is a native Albertan who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he covers performing arts for the 
Toronto Sun. 
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Framed for the future 


By Dale Smith 


In 1998, the Canadian Lesbian and Gay Archives were on the eve of their twenty- 
fifth anniversary and wanted to do something a little special. Edward Tompkins, 
; then-president of the CLGA Archives, had experi- 


the National Archives in Ottawa. He suggested that 
the CLGA create a national portrait collection as 
the main feature of their twenty-fifth anniversary, an 
on-going project to which they would add over the 
years. The first twenty-five portraits were commis- 
sioned and the Archives have steadily added to that 
number since. 


This year the collection adds five new portraits to 
the ranks, bringing the total number to sixty-nine. 
The new pieces will be unveiled at the Toronto City 
Hall Rotunda at a ceremony held on Sunday, August 
21,at 2 p.m. The entire National Portrait Collection 
will remain on exhibition at City Hall for the 
_ following week, open to the public from August 21 
through to August 27. 


= es eg 
~ Honouree kd lang, as 
captured by Maurice 


Vellekoop Among this year’s honourees are: lesbian poet and author 


C M Donald; influential activist John Duggan; John Alan Lee, 
the first gay professional to come out on TV; Toronto community organizer and sex 
educator Bey Lepischak; and trans activist Kyle Scanlon. 


Harold Averill is a member of the operations committee of the Archives as well 
as a member of the National Portrait Committee and has been active with the 
CLGA for over twenty-seven years. According to him, the purpose of the portrait 
collection is to “bring the world’s attention to those in our community who have 
made a significant contribution, and to demonstrate that there are very competent 
artists who often aren’t all that recognized, and we would have a collection that 
would celebrate them.” 


Four artists this year will be creating the five 
| portraits. Given the collection’s tendency to 
prefer photograph over other media, it is 
expected that the trend will continue this year 
as well. . 


”Norman Hatton is a photographer who’s 
b well known in the community,” Averill says. 
“He’s done the portrait of John Alan Lee.” Gail 
Kenney is on double-duty this year, doing the 
| portraits of both C M Donald and Bev 
Lepischak, after one artist was forced to back 
out of the project. “Laura Spalding [doing Kyle 
Scanlon’s portrait] has done another portrait 
for us, and it was a photograph.” 


“By and large we’ve been very pleased with 
the artists because all we can offer them is a small 
honorarium and a tax receipt, so it’s not like they are going 
to make a great deal of money from this,” Averill continues. 
“For someone like Evergon, who is doing the portrait of John Duggan, his pieces of 
art command thousands and thousands of dollars. He’s done several others for us 
over the years, and they’re wonderful compositions.” 


Honouree Carole Pope, 
as captured by George 
Whiteside 


The process of selecting just who gets inducted is primarily left up to the commu- 
nity itself. “We invite people to nominate individuals,” Averill says. “We make the 
selection from the nominees that we receive each year. As a part of that list, we try 
to ensure that there’s a wide variety of people from various parts of the country, 


Please support our advertisers 


They make Outlooks possible 
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ence as an archivist in the photographic collection of, 


that we have some gay people, some lesbians, and this year for instance, one of the 
inductees is a transgendered person. The selection is basically based on who is 
nominated by individuals, and we invite people from all across Canada to submit 
nominations.” 


Sometimes, though, there are exceptions. “Occasionally we feel that there are 
people that we really want to honour now rather than 
later, because there may be health problems or other 
reasons that we feel they may not be around to reap 
the benefits, so we will ensure that they are included 
at a particular time,” Averill says. 


While it varies from year-to-year, Averill guesses 
that there are usually about twenty nominations per 
year, though not necessarily different people with 
every nomination. 


“What we're really hoping is that we will get more 
nominations in the future,” he says. “We are particu- 
larly interested in nominees from outside the 
Southern Ontario region, because the collection as it 
currently stands is a bit skewed towards central 
Canada. Most of us on the committee were not born 
in Toronto and would like to see the country as a 
whole better represented than it is. We've got people 
from pretty much every province except New Honouree Svend 
Brunswick and Prince Edward Island, and we don’t have Robinson, as captured by 
anyone from the Territories.” Maurice Vellekoop — 


Once the nominations have been gone through, and the inductees chosen, it then 
becomes up to the inductees to choose the artist that they feel can best represent 
them, and in what particular medium. “That is negotiated between the artist and the 
inductee, and the committee, because we go with whom the inductee would like to 
do the portrait,” Averill says. “If the inductee has a particular choice then we try to 
make sure that that happens, and it usually does. 


*He says that, in 2003, a number of non-photographic works—everything from 
graphite on paper to pencil crayon on paper to acrylic-were done for the collection. 
The Archive also accepts three-dimensional images within reason (they can’t be too 
large) but Averill says they haven’t really had any presented yet. 


While the entire collection will be seen at Toronto’s City Hall the week following 
the unveiling, its permanent home is with the Archives. 


"It is a travelling collection,” Averill says. “If centres across the country are willing 
to have it, and we can work out the logistics of sending it out—which is a fair 
amount of work, but well worth the while—it does travel.” 


Although it hasn’t travelled in a while, the collection has made its way across the 
country, including western Canada. “It was in Saskatoon in 2000, and that was quite 
an event because it was held in the midst of a blizzard in January, “ Averill recalls. 
“Something like 300 people turned up for it—which shows something of the prairie 
spirit; they will turn out for things they are interested in. It was a roaring success. 
As a part of that trip the show was also presented in Regina. We tried to get it to 
Winnipeg, but couldn’t make the logistics [work].” 


For more information on the Archives and the National Portrait Collection, to 
view the existing portraits or to learn about the nomination process, visit 


www.clga.ca. W 


Dale Smith is a freelance writer who lives in Ottawa. His work has previously appeared 
in XY Magazine, and Outlooks' RSVP competition. 


Located in: Art Central 

#103 - 100 7th Ave SW 
(403) 266-1707 
mail@lafleuratartcentral.com 
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Hours of operation: Mon - Fri: 8am - 6pm | Sat: 11am - 5pm 


© 2005 Until There’s A Cure Foundation’ Photo: Heward Jue 


He wears it to raise desperately needed funds for HIV/AIDS care services, education and vaccine 
development. Over half a million people have chosen to wear The Bracelet. What about you? 
Available at: The Body Shop; Kenneth Cole; Virgin Megastore; Ben Bridge Jewelers and 
other fine retailers. Or to order call 1-800-88-UNTIL or visit us at WWW.UNTIL.ORG. 
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Summer reflections 


By Shaun Proulx 


This is the year the bitch came back. If you were in Toronto for Pride number 
twenty-five you know it was one of the best in recent memory, certainly compared to 
the muted celebrations of the years SARS affected. When it takes you fifteen minutes 
to travel a block-and-a-half, you know you're stuck in the midst of the real thing. 


The new Chief of Police Bill 
= Blair’s invite-only Pride recep- 
~a|— tion at headquarters early in 
the week put his predecessor 
| Julian Fantino’s past efforts to 
shame, and all it took was 
_ believable sentiment and 
sincerity regarding improving 
the relationship between his 

Se : force and the community. 
| Dancing in the streets:by Blair then joined the 
= all accounts, Toronto masses marching in 


Pride 2005 was a festive Sunday's Parade, as did 
event, indeed 


SS 


Mayor David Miller, who, 


well into his term as city boss 
man, still seems to have the hearts of the homos around here. 


Despite a few glitches (not that you noticed if your MDMA had kicked in), the big 
Pride parties were doozies. Crowds, ranging from decent to shoulder-to-shoulder, hit 
both the weekend offerings from Prism Weekend and Rise camps, with the Pride Day 
head-to-head parties (Revival starring Peter Rauhoffer versus Rise starring Manny 
Lehman) each apparently a success. And that puts an end to all that for a while. 


Toronto is a sun-baby’s wet dream as we continue to be drenched in one sexy 


IN THE NEWS 


LE 
MCC convenes in Cowtown 


By Outlooks Staff 


= = 


For several days at the end of July, 
Calgary got a whole lot holier as 
approximately 2,000 gay Christians 
flocked to the city for the Metropolitan 
Community Church World Jubilee and 
General Conference. Visitors from 
more than twenty-three countries 
-| gathered for a series of lectures, 
} workshops, worship services and a rally 
fin support of the recent same-sex 
he marriage ruling in Parliament. 

Rey. Brent Hawkes, of MCC - 
* Toronto, addresses the 
crowd at the Friday rally 


This event marked both a beginning 
and an end for the 43,000-member 
Christian church that ministers primarily to members of the 
GLBT community. On July 21st, after thirty-seven years of 
service, MCC Founder and Moderator Rey. Troy Perry delivered his farewell retirement 
speech to a capacity crowd gathered at the Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts. Three days 
later, delegates convened to elect a new leader to take Perry's place, although details on his 
successor’s identity were unavailable as of press time. 


To the delight of organizers, the conference was so successful that a third host hotel, the 
Calgary Marriott, had to be added to the official accommodation roster, as the Hyatt Regency 
and Fairmont Palliser had already reached full capacity well in advance of the event's start date. 
As well, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security granted MCC’s request for a waiver that 
would allow HIV-positive international visiotors entering or travelling through the States to 
attend the conference. This was a particularly important factor in the success of the event, 
and given the current political climate in America, a surprisingly liberal move for the adminis- 
tration. The conference attracted a good deal of media coverage and the reception delegates 
received in Calgary was overwhelmingly positive. For more information on the MCC, visit 
their official site at: www.mcc.org. W 
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sultry summer day _ after 
another. (Of course the worst 
of fags are whining it’s too hot 
out; catch the same ones |j 
complaining it’s too cold here in 
mere months.) Keep your eyes 
peeled for some interesting tan 
lines in the city after Sunday, |i: 
August 21 when the Church 
Street Fetish Fair takes over the | 
greater Church-Wellesley area, |. 
with portions of the street aS 
closed down for some car-free corner-to-corner frisky fun. 


Visions of a proud 
crowd 


Boy, it hasn’t been pleasant watching charmless chain stores the likes of American 
Apparel lay claim to Church Street. Making matters worse, it sadly appears that we've 
lost The Barn, a gay institution in Toronto if there ever was one. Eons ago, when | was 
a naive doe-eyed youth, that three-floor firetrap packed solid with leather-clad older 
men used to intimidate the s*** out of me and | loved it. And those back rooms! Skin 
on skin, the smell of poppers, sweat, and the sounds of sucking and f****ing to a disco 
beat. (So they say.) That sort of Saturday debauchery is a distant memory, but 
somehow The Barn’s doors slamming shut for good punctuates it. 


And that’s not all. With hangouts Cube, Slack Alice and Looking Glass long closed, 
options are even fewer when you're parched, and for now you can cross Babylon off 
the list, too. Owner Amir Ebrahimnia was arrested on Saturday of Pride Weekend and 
claims in a widely-circulated e-mail that Toronto police confronted him with accusa- 
tions of an over-crowded bar (which he denies) and verbally and physically harassed 
him and his parents, who worked there. By the time you read this, Ebrahimnia will 
have made his first court appearance and says he won't reopen the bar. Of course 
police are remaining mum, but meanwhile, what was that Chief Blair was saying just 
a few days earlier? W 


Photos in this story courtesy of www.gayguidetoronto.com 


Shaun Proulx is a Toronto writer who contributes to The Globe And Mail, is Publisher and 
Editor of GayGuideToronto.com and is a feature contributor and columnist (Cocktail 
Confessions) with Xtra. 


(Clockwise) Signs of support in 
Calgary; an informative coaster from 
the conference; a banner occasion 
for gay Christians everywhere 


Check out our website for the August events: 


www.money-pennies.com 


HAPPY HOUR EVERY DAY 
486 
SUNDAY AND MONDAY ALL DAY 


1742 10th Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, AB 
403-263-7411 
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Al D S Walk for Life.05 


INDULGE 


Fearless Fashion 


e Versace 

e AYou 

e Strellson 

e Ted Baker 
e Zegna 

e Belstaff 

e Nudie 

e Seven 

e Royal Shirts 
e Sixty 

e AG 

e Energie 

e Dagr 

e Signum 

e Altea 

e Omega 

e and more 


aio 1Genee epee Street een sal pea Tiese Join the Calga ry AIDS 
nton, - Calgary, AB 7 5 
SOLER OMEERE cedaes ee 108 ten Walk for Life and raise | “essa 
_ www.derks.ca __|| funds tohelp fight 
the hottest XXX AIDS in our community. 
gay dvd rentals online a 4 


Membership packages start Sunday, September 25th - Eau Claire Market - 541-WALK 
@ $19.95/month a . . 


plus applicable taxes. 


www.calgaryaidswalk.com 
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M-M-Good! 


M is for Mathieu (left), Marcelo and 

marvellous, at least from what we can 
see here. You know, some people just 
can’t do orange, but not these gents... 


And For My Next Number 
?’'m Gonna Do Bang Bang By 
Cher... 

A young participant hauls out the 
‘big gun’ for this special occasion 


ke 
Y’Aint Got Nuthin’ On 
Me, Molly Ringwald! 
Heidi Liscious shows us all 
how “pretty in pink” is 
really done... 


soe 
Cookin’The Beef 
CoverGUY finalist 
Csongor Szilagyi struts 
his stuff—and then 
some—for (doubtless 
many) appreciative 
onlookers. 


It’s Just A Little 
Something | Threw 
On... 

A tropical twist to 
summertime 
attire—good thing 
this isn’t Yukon Pride! 


Silver Sister 

Apparently all that glitters is not gold, 
after all—at least on this doll-baby. 
Judging from that sunburn, though, it 
looks like that ensemble has some 
pretty potent reflective qualities, too! 


Jes : 


Monday - Open Pool 5pm till close 
Tuesday - Open Mike 8pm till close 
Wednesday - Karaoke 8pm till close 


#100, 1011 - Ist St. SW | Calgary, AB T2R 1J2 | 403.232.6355 


Thursday - Karaoke 7pm till close 
Friday - Karaoke 8pm till close 
Saturday - Drag Show 10pm till close 


Happy hour 5pm - 8pm | Sun - Pool Tournament 8pm 
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These Hairdos Have 
Attitude And Altitude... 
Suffering the heat in foam 
rubber coiffures, a pair of 
bewiged Air Canada reps bring 
a touch of “air hostess” glam to 
the proceedings. 


Pm Auditioning For 


Swan Lake 


“As what—the whole flock?! 


This gorgeous creature 
seems to have cornered 
the market on white 
plummage. And we're 
certainly glad she did! 


Forget Benedict—We 
Like This Pope Better! 
Parade Marshal (and man- 
about-town) Salah Bachir and #4 : 
Canuck Rock icon Carole x 
Pope pause for a pic. Should 
that lyric now be changed to 
“Makes me cream my 
caftan”? Or are those 
djellabas theyre wearing? 
Aargh—show biz is sooooo 
complicated! 


Salah Days 
Philanthropist Salah Bachir enjoys a moment 
of serenity aboard his colourful parade float. 


GAY GUIDE 
TORONTO 


GAYGUIDETORONTO.COM 


Saved by the Belles is 
the kind of movie that 
makes you wish that 
you’d scored some 
magic mushrooms instead of making a batch of 
popcorn. Not that you’d need any of the former, 
though: this flick is trippy enough all on its own. 
From its slick, kaleidoscopic start | had a feeling that 
| was going to like this film, a feeling that was, for 
the most part, right on the mark. 


By John Ayres 


AVE 
Tie GUT 


Belles is the kind of film that you might find 


mA { terribly pretentious if it weren’t so fun and light- 
bah, 4 hearted in its approach. At the centre of it all is 
ad Brian, a magnificent black drag queen who goes by 


the name Sheena Hershey, and his acerbic, Crayola- 
haired roommate Scarlet. Both are fixtures in the 
Montréal club scene—which is seen here at its 
most vividly extravagant—and they wield their 
power with the aplomb of old-school Hollywood 
stars. Sheena and Scarlet’s world is shaken up when 
they cross paths with Sean, a handsome young 
amnesiac they name Chris for convenience sake. Filled with a mixture of compas- 
sion and lust for new adventure, the two take him back to their lair, an abandoned 
ferry filled with a colourful menagerie of assorted friends and scenemakers, to 
embark on what is to become an enduring friendship. 


ay a 


ECHAPPEE ECHAPPEE 
BELiES © BELLES 


In terms of plot, that’s pretty much all | can share at this point—not because there 
is any great secret to be revealed but because the genesis of their friendship, and the 
results of their interaction, form the basic premise of this movie. The story itself is 
linear in the same way that veins are linear, with various elements of plot either 
running parallel or intersecting at any given time. This is, on occasion, quite jarring 
to experience, much in the same way as living life with any sense of self-awareness 
and emotion. If pressed to assign a genre for this movie I’d have to say “sit-com”, 
although in this case that’s “situation commentary” as opposed to comedy. That said, 
| must point out that Saved by the Belles is at times extremely funny, although that is 
less where its strength lies when viewed as a character-driven piece. 


IN HUNDREDS OF, CITIES WORLDWIDe 


Much of Belles’ success is due to its two main characters, expertly played by co- 
creator Brian C. Warren (Sheena) and Karen Simpson (Scarlet). In a bold move, 
director and co-creator Ziad Touma chose to have the Sean/Chris character played 
by two different actors to reflect his conflicted identity. Both Steven Turpin and 
Danny Gilmore (of Lilies fame) are strong in the role, although it does takes some 
getting used to having a character change physically almost from scene to scene. 


What is perhaps most impressive about Saved by the Belles is that the entire film 
is made up of a series of improvisations, and the actors’ work is even credited as 
such at the film’s end. In hindsight, | think | would have appreciated their efforts even 
more having been aware of it from the start, but the net result was essentially the 
same: easy, credible performances that blur the line between acting and reality, 
scoring on the high end of the John Waters scale. 


Also very worthy of note is the visual punch that this film delivers from opening 
montage to final credits. Director of Photography Francois Dutil and Art Director 
Christian Legaré have gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure that, even though it 
is set in Montréal, Belles conjures up its own world in the tradition of such films as 
Liquid Sky or Salome’s Last Dance. At times the action seems more like a series of 
cross-processed photographs tossed into the air under a strobe light instead of a 
motion picture, a technique that captures the claustrophobic fabulousness of 
clubland to a‘T’. Other touches, such as a rapid-fire montage of spinning succulents, 
contribute greatly to the overall feeling of “otherness” Sheena and Scarlet’s world 
possesses. This mood is further enhanced by an excellent soundtrack contributed 
by a mixture of international artists and some of Montréal’s best-kept indie 
“secrets”. 


While on the topic of ‘aural pleasures’, | have to say that this film’s only major 
drawback is in its sound quality. All too often, character dialogue was delivered in 
what seems like a whisper, and then a loud sound effect or piece of music would 
screech out of the speakers. Much time was spent on remote control duty, my finger 
on a hair-trigger lest the 10+ volume suddenly need to go down to a more manage- 
able 3. However, despite this minor annoyance, Saved by the Belles offered a 
wonderful departure, a glimpse into a world other than (at the time) the all-perva- 
sive Calgary Stampede. Easily worthy of a second viewing, and quite likely a third. 
Merveilleux! 


Pa 
Gay ANA Fatal men 


- Western Canapa’s 
Larcest STEAMROOM! 
- Dry Sauna 
- Porn Rooms 
- Giory Hotes 
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[IS GENITAL HERPES 
HITTING YOU BELOW 
THE BELT? 


™ 


GENITAL HERPES 
FLARE-UPS CAN BE 
REDUCED. 


Fortunately, there are effective 
genital herpes treatments to greatly 
reduce the number and severity of 
the flare-ups you suffer. 

Some people don’t take genital herpes 
seriously. Many don’t know they 
could be contagious even without 
symptoms. Talk to your doctor about 
effective ways to lower the risk of 
infecting your sexual partner, 

in addition to using condoms. 

Take control of 
genital herpes. You 
and your partner 
should feel better 


because of it. 


Practice safer sex. 


See your doctor or Sexual Health Clinic 
to receive the Herpes Health Pack’: 
For more information visit 


www.herpeshealth.com 


or call 1-866-252-4666. 


is a trademark, used under license by a leading research based 
pharmaceutical company. 
These models are used for illustrative purposes only. 


HOROSCOPE SU 

Don’t let the August doldrums bite—Mars and Neptune will play off Jupiter 
throughout the month, feeding our dreams, energizing our desires and generally 
pushing us in lucky directions. Party on, darlings, and don’t trip at the curb. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 


Friends and partners will have some great ideas as to how you can spend your 
dough. The truth, proud Ram, is that August will be chock-a-block with hefty 
purchases that can satisfy your every whim. This largesse will also act as an aphro- 
disiac with almost anyone you choose, so squeeze and spread your juice around. They 
say money can’t buy happiness, but let's prove the skeptics wrong! 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 


Queer Bulls will have excessive amounts of energy that can be channelled into 
success this August, thanks to Mars, Neptune and Jupiter. Expend it on the job and 
with anything that plots out long-term professional plans. (Do you have any?) There 
will be something about you that encourages a certain someone to give you a shot 
at the big prize. Is your gun loaded? Bang-bang! 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 


Adventure will await you this August and it won't be in the usual way. Get out of 
your rut and routine, pink Twin, and try something (or someone) totally different. Mars 
will conspire with Jupiter to provide a few fun surprises and sparks of inspiration. 
Travel will be highlighted, but only if it takes you to mind-altering, consciousness- 
raising destinations. My advice? Try Maui, not Newark. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 


Changes in your home situation will prove to be very lucky this August, gay Crab. 
If you have been eyeing that palace by the beach, consider making a deposit. 
Improving your home surroundings will not only create a physically pleasant environ- 
ment , it will also have an emotionally recharging impact. Mars will recruit a few good 
pals to help you with the heavy lifting... of the cocktails! 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 


Hard work will pay off this August, at least that’s what Mars tells me. But, frankly, 
it's not good enough to quietly do the work. No effort gets recognized without some 
buzz. Jupiter is ready to give you press points and you're deserving of all accolades. 
You've been a shining star professionally, so don’t be shy—tell others how great you 
are. Roar it Out, proud Lion. 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 23) 


Queer Virgins will have itchy feet this August. Mars can’t sit still and Jupiter 
promises to have all the funds you need for fun, fun, fun. Travel will not only broaden 
your horizons but will also expand your social life. Be sure to tie off any loose ends 
at work before you escape to parts unknown. It would be a shame to have another 
mountain (of paper) to climb when you return. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 23) 


How hot can your August get, gay Libra? Pretty hotsy-totsy thanks to energetic 
Mars. Revel in it and plan to get your face out there where you can meet and greet. 
Jupiter will give you charm, panache and enough good luck to be able to maximize 
every encounter. There’s no telling who'll be waiting to get to know you. Hmmm... 
is that in the biblical sense? 


SCORPIO (OCTOBER 24 - NOVEMBER 22) 


No matter how secretive you are apt to be, August will demand that you lose that 
straitjacket and be true to yourself. Lucky Jupiter will feed you all sorts of useful 
information through the strangest sources, but go with your gut, proud Scorp. Don’t 
ask why, just listen and then act upon it. Some of these missives will include impor- 
tant relationship advice. Do you need any? 


SAGITTARIUS (NOVEMBER 23 - DECEMBER 22) 


If the mirror has not been kind, use August to try for a better reflection. Gay 
Archers will have the energy to turn over a new, healthy leaf that will not only 
enhance the image in their own eyes but will also create waves in their social pond. 
Jupiter sez share your high spirits with a group of new souls. If they say beauty is only 
skin deep, show more of that gorgeous skin. 


CAPRICORN (DECEMBER 23 - JANUARY 20) 


While | know that it is not in your nature, pink Caps can glide through their career 
this August with the least amount of effort and the maximum amount of reward. 
Sipping coffee is seen as pivotal information gathering and staring out the window is 
viewed as creative brain work. Will you score points for taking a nap under your 
desk? Don't let this become a habit, buddy! 


AQUARIUS JANUARY 21 - FEBRUARY 19) 


You'll manage to make your opinions known internationally by just staying close to 
home this August. News of your exploits and talents will travel, even if you don’t. So, 
if money is tight or time is short, don’t mope quietly around the house; reach out as 
best as you can and bring the world to you. It is your base of operations if you do 
more than the lazy basics. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 20) 


Guppies seem to know just what to say to get whom and what they want... at least 
this will be so for the month of August. Do you have your eye on a certain special 
someone? Make your intentions known. And while you reap the personal benefits 
of your charismatic bon mots, be sure that you spread more universal truths around 
as well. Get off your stump and make a speech. 

(c) 2005 MADAM LICHTENSTEIN, LLC., All Rights Reserved. For Entertainment 
Purposes Only. Cruise www.TheStarryEye.com for prescient horoscopes and 
insightful articles. Lichtenstein’s highly acclaimed book HerScopes; A Guide To 
Astrology For Lesbians is celebrating its 5th birthday and 4th printing this year! Buy it 
to get the scoop on each sign 


Do you want a relationship based on 


LOVE AND RESPECT 
es Ol ae 
FEAR AND OBLIGATION? 


__LOOK FOR OUR 
UPCOMING EDUCATION 
CAMPAIGN 


No WTF, 


Cruise 
Gay Astrology’s Website 


www.AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 


for 
Lichtenstein’s horoscopes 
Gay Love Signs, Closets in your Chart 
Stonewall horoscope 
www.bcifu.org/resources/samesex.shtml 
www.gaypartnerabuseproject.org/ 


This site offers easy to order 
personal readings by Madam L. 


Crisis Lines: 
Men's Line 
The Distress Centre: 
(Blair Collins) (403) 266-1601 ext. 3006 
Domestic Conflict Unit (Police): 

(Christina Rivard ) (403) 206-8338 
Calgary Communities Against Sexual Abuse 

(403) 237-5888 


(403) 266-4357 


Je ta AG RC Gute 


OO TWEBR,.REQUIRED 


Wheatlands Community 


Crisis Shelter (403) 934-6634 


V.1.G.0.R. Working Community: 
Jane M. Oxenbury, M.Ed., C.Psych. (403) 255-7004 


Pup 


SuTisaxs 


Sponsored in part by: yyy een IV 
COMMUNITY 


oducts to meet your 
family needs. 


Wo 


iC Victoria, BC’V8T 488: 
(004-478-3821 


Phone! 250-388-5155 
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When visiting 


Ottawa, relax 


in the 


elegance of 


our beautiful : 
Discover the 


Victorian 


comfort of | oS. = 
bed & oe = 
Ae the Inn on 282 Somerset St. W., Ottawa 
breakfast a 
Z z somerset. aon, &SR.~2564 
in the heart of (800) 050-3504 


www.innonsomerset.com 
email: info@innonsomerset.com 


the action. 


CLOTHING NOT REQUIRED 


HAPS FY INN 


SPRINGS 


For Reservations & T.T.Y. 
(800)445-8916 
(760)327-8222 


www.Chapsinn.com 
312 Camino Monte Vista * Palm Springs, CA 92262 


45 spacious Casitas 

4.5 acre paradise 

huge pool & spa 

Palm Springs' Largest 

a Gay & Lesbian Resort 
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Outdoor Misting « Full Gyms Social 
Nudity Welcome ¢ Concierge Service 


Proud to bea Family! The House on . piictapteat are 
i Fe McGill ‘s Fi: 


Your 
Foxwood 


hosts 
BED & BREAKFAST 


a —S= 
Private Mountain Retreat 
Relax in the cliffside het tub in the woods. 


GREAT HOUSE - GREAT LOCATION - GREAT HOSTS Find us at: 110 Mi jill St | Toronto rs deem cae 
rivate cottage. 


1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 Email: 416-351-1503 Open year round. 
www.thefoxwood.com megillb6@interlog.com | 877-580-5015 250-653-2015 owltree@lelus.nel www theowltree.ca (Virtual Tour) 


rea | 
chan | RCE AT 177 Fea Se 
i Pas Pca 
f OTrawa 


VWIW.RIDEAUINN.CA. | B-MAIL:IMCCILLBB@INTERLOG.COM 
Toun-Free: 1-877-580-5015 


nm UWA ALY UL? 
ESAVAILABLE » JACUZZI STEAM ROOM  PODL » PLAY AREAS 


ah 


ca 
i 


760.322.2267 © 888. 
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palm springs 


ERRAZZO 


866.837.7996 
terrazzo-ps.com 


40' pool 
10 man spa 
breakfast & lunch 
wireless internet 
on-site gym 
concierge 


te resort to accommodate your every need 


Incredible Summer Special... 
Every other week night FREE 
weekends only $99.00 per night* 
& Canadian $ at par Mon-Thurs 


Canadian Owned and Operated! 
www.laposada.com 


888-411-4949 Unscale...Not Uptight! 


*(some exceptions) 


Ouripgns 


Uj 


— Tortuga 


af 


EXPERIENCE SOUTAWESER HOSPITALITY 


ga del Sol v Clothing Optional 
v full Amenities 
Y Rates on par Canadian Sunday-Thursday 


Palm Springs ° (888)541-3777 ° www.tortugadelsol.com 


PALM SPRINGS 


SUMMER SPECIAL: 
anadian Dollars at Par!’ 


800-732-7555 
. TRIANGLE-INN.com 


Nestled i in the year-round warmth of Pal: 
CCBC Resort 


Play in any of CCBC’s unique and varied environments, 
all created with your pleasure in mind: 

* The Compound * Danny's Dungeon * The Jungle Encounter Trai 
* Love Grotto * The Steam Room & Sauna 

* The Sun Deck Pool & Hot Tub 


And after playtime is over, you can retire to 
one of 44 Deluxe accommodations. 


Weekends are always a special event at CCBC, 68- 369 Sunair/Road « ‘Cathedral City, 
check our web site for dates and events. (760 


Boana Torre Malibu 


Condo Hotel / One block from GAY beach 
Amapas 325, Zona Romantica, Puerto Vallarta 
9 Tel/fax 011-52 (322) 222-6695 / 222-0999 


ag WWW. boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx 


Hello Freddy, 


Cruiseline’s phone number (777-9494) keeps appearing as an outgoing 
call on my partner’s cell phone (usually once a day when he’s “at work’’); 
is he up to something? 


John Doe 
Calgary 
Dear John, 


If | had to make an educated guess, I’d say maybe the poor guy’s starved for conver- 
sation. Who the hell writes a one-sentence Dear Freddy letter? Oh, wait—you! If 
that’s all you can manage to send me in a time of crisis, John, | can only imagine how 
much of a cricket chirp it must be around your love nest. | think maybe your bf is 
using the ’line to test his hearing out... Still, seeing that you’re a nice guy (I’m basing 
this on the fact that you wrote me and not one of those cranky old women in the 
broadsheets), I’m going to take a run at your problem. Really, dear, this may just be 
an innocent little quirk of your mate, a way to “get himself some strange” without 
actually cheating. A lot of guys use that system for chat ‘n’ whack and nothing more. 
However, it can be argued that there’s a “slippery slope” factor at play here—partic- 
ularly when that slope has hubby’s pre-cum all over it. | wouldn’t ordinarily advocate 
having a discussion about this, but if you’re already checking his phone records and 
being snoopy, then maybe there’s already a trust issue or disharmony in the relation- 
ship. And speaking of snoopy—Snoopy, actually—did you know that naughty pup is 
on that line all the time? And this isn’t a mere phone dalliance; this is a full-on, knick- 
knack-paddy-whack, give the dog a boner scenario. Woodstock even had one of 
those sex addiction groups do an intervention when ol’ Snoop disappeared for ten 
days on a meth-and-masturbation bender. And here’s some gossip: most people think 
Snoopy’s an all-white dog with black ears, but actually he’s all black: that white 
coloration is from a thick, crusty layer of—wait, | think I’ve gone off-topic here... My 
advice? Brush up on your conversation skills and have a chat with the boyf. Then sit 
down to write me and nice, long letter about the outcome. 


Best of luck, 
Fred 


Dear Freddy, 


| recently had what | thought was the pleasure of attending a friend’s 
wedding. My best girlfriend Sharma and I got all decked out and went and 
had a fabulous time together. But here’s the thing: a week after the big 
event my friend’s husband called me up—he’s Groom Two, and I’ve known 
Groom One longer—and gave me hell for bringing, get this, a female date 
to their wedding. He says that it’s rude to bring a woman to a gay wedding 
because it just reinforces “heterosexual stereotypes”. What?! I’m actually 
quite p.o.’d right now, both about his comments and the fact that Groom 
One, who is technically more my friend, didn’t call me himself. Do you 
think I should call him or just let it go and avoid the two of them for awhile 
until things cool off? I’m honestly shocked by this and also quite hurt. 


James B. 
Dear James, 
That is probably the stupidest thing I’ve ever heard—and I’ve 


heard a lot of stupid things after this many years! | can’t for the life 
of me figure out why the “happy” couple found your actions so 


Write {2 me, Dears 


All letters become property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks 

Box 439, Suite 100 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 

or, email editor@outlooks.ca 


offensive. Surely to gods they've seen a fag 
hag before, haven’t they? | mean, it’s not f 
like you brought Elsie Wayne or Ralph 
Klein’s wife as your date, right? | find it 
hard to believe that they would get so 
worked up about all this, as there must have 
been other women (co-workers, sisters, 
manicurists, mothers of the grooms) 
present at the wedding. If it was meant to 
be a men-only function (read: bathhouse 
with boutonnieres) they should have speci- 
fied that on the invitation. | What’s 
bothering me about this—and you, 
obviously—is that your pal Groom One 
didn’t call to voice the complaint himself. 
This either means he is a) too angry to talk 
to you right now, which is stupid and 
uncalled-for, or b) completely unaware that 
his new hubby has made a federal case out 
of this. My money’s on the latter. Perhaps | 
now that rings are on fingers, Groom Two 
wants to try to alienate Groom One's [ | 
friends and acquaintances as a measure of Ff ~ 
control. It happens, you know, although not 
usually in a matrimonial situation. | suggest 
you call Groom One and discuss the 
matter with him yourself. If he is angry, it'll 
allow the two of you to clear the air. If he’s 
not, and his husband has made a big issue 
out of nothing, it’ll give the two of them a 
wonderful chance to have their first big 
blow-out fight as a married couple. See, 
James: win-win. 


Kisses on your pink parts, 
Freddy W 


| GLCSA 


_ Gay & Lesbian Community Services Association 
Why volunteer at GLCSA? 


m Personal growth education 


wm Support 

mw fun 

wm Community (Sense of belonging) 
mw Being part of a team 

m Finding strength in numbers 


resource 
support 


Volunteers for ALL positions welcome. Please call 234-8973 for more information. networking 


403.234.8973 
#206, 223-12 Ave SW . Calgary AB . T2R 0G9 
www.gicsa.org 
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massage 401 
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models 403 
dating services 404 
announcements 405 
phone lines 406 
general 407 
health services 408 
personal services 409 
personal growth 410 
Escorts 411 
Erotic Body Massage 412 
women’s services 413 


100 - Employment 
office 101 
domestic 102 
trades 103 
service industry 104 
work wanted 105 
help wanted 106 
gardening services 107 
salespersons wanted 108 
retail salesperson 109 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 201 
homes, apartments, and 
suites for rent 202 
shared accommodations 203 
accommodations 204 
accommodations wanted 205 
vacation rentals 206 
office space for rent 207 
Real Estate Agent 208 
Office space wanted 209 


500 - 


birthdays 501 
anniversary 502 
obituary 503 
in memoriam 504 
notices 505 
general 507 
lost & found 508 
services 509 
weddings 510 


600 - Travel 

303 accommodations 601 
computers 304 travel Alberta 602 
general and miscella- travel BC 603 


neous 305 camping 604 
garage sales 306 travel international 605 


pets 307 general 606 


700- Business 
services 701 


business opportunity 702 
computer rental 703 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 301 
home furnishings 302 
antiques and artworks 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


ACCEPTS THE FOLLOWING: 


CHEQUES/MONEY ORDERS 


ierarmomaren Route. 


Please place my ad in Category # 
Please add the following headline to my ad 
($10.00 extra): 


NAME: f 


ADDRESS: _ 


CITY: Es 
PROVINCE/STATE: _ 


CODE: 


DAY PHONE: 
HOME PHONE: _ 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN ADS MUST BE 


VERIFIED 
SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 


PAYMENT OPTIONS: (circle one) 
CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB - AMEX 
CARD NUMBER: 


EXPIRY DATE: _ 


SIGNATURE: 
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OUTLOOKS CLASSIFIEDS 


105 
work wanted 


Bookkeeping Services 
Looking for a freelance 
bookkeeper? I am experienced with 
Quickbooks for small businesses and 
entrepeneurs including payroll and 
GST, Can be at your office or mine 
in Calgary. Call (403) 228-5703 


accommodation 


M/F wanted to share 1800 sq ft home in 
golf course community with only one other, 
15 min to downtown, wd, fp, attached garage 

with opener, private bath, pets welcome, 
$595 negotiable, everything included. 
Interested call Eric (403) 226-5706 


Full basement, bedroom, bathroom, family 
room with 2 large windows $525. Also large 
upstairs bedroom, private bathroom $475. 
(403) 208-7701 


2 BR. in Kensington Avail Sept. 1, close 
to DT, SAIT, University. Non-smoking male 
pref., util incl. $400/mo., $200/dd. Call 
Rick after 6 p.m. at (403) 270-7238. 


Male room mate to share large house in 
Marda Loop with 2 others. Must like dogs 
$400.0 includes utilities. 

Phone (403) 244-2993 


204 


accommodation 


“Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$40 - $100 per night 


11" Street | 


Lodging 


Bed and Breakfast 


PREMIUM DOWNTOWN 
LOCATION 
UNBEATABLE RATES 
PROUDLY SERVING THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 

FOR OVER 7 YEARS 


JOHN OR PETER 
(403) 209-0111 


206 


vacation rentals 


PUERTO VALLARTA 
MEXICO 
Boana-Torre Malibu / Condo 
Hotel, Amapas 325, Puerto Vallarta, 
Jalisco, Mexico. Tel/fax: 011 52 
(322) 222-6695, tel:011 52 (322) 
222-0999. www.boana.net 
boana@pvnet.com.mx One block 
from gay beach. Each unit has one 
bedroom, two bathrooms, kitch- 
enette, living room, balcony, air- 
conditioning. Maid service. Gay 
Vallarta’s largest pool. Office open 

daily 9am-Spm (CT). 


305 
general sales 


XXX-rated adult DVDs for sale @ 
$20-$70 each. $5.00 delivery charge. 
Preview in the privacy of your home. 
For appointment call (403) 230-4462 


Best Video and DVD for 
sale and rent! New 
releases and hard to find 
classics. 


EXPRESS 
VIDEO 


#202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton,AB TSK ONS. 
Ph:780-482-7480. 
E-mail: exec.express@shaw.ca 


401 
calgary massage 


Massage Massage Massage 
Certified massage therapist. Deep tissue 
massage to relieve pain and tension. Feel 
more energy in just one session. Contact 
Michael Wolff @ (403) 680-0533 or John 
Estabrooks @ (403) 803-1594 


Put yourself in good hands. Professional 


Calgary masseur offers a complete full body 


massage. Larry by apt. (403) 512-2223 


Take out a classified ad in Outlooks 


ee 


[Se Se ae ee 


401 
vancouver massage 


PACIFICA 


BODY WORKS 


BC’s best 
all-male 
massage 


Noon - 10PM 
Daily 


Free Parking 
Air-conditioned 


eee eter Than Sex Crm 
men purr: nurturing sensuous full- 
body Tantric massage by California- 
certified connoisseur of touch. 
Individual sessions, lessons, 
workshops 604-682-3269 Ext. 9466 
www.growinghealthier.com 


Visa / MC 


Peeceesceescvescesseseesesseese 


402 
friends 


Poeccescccseoccescocces 


FRUSTRATED BY BDSM 
E-MAIL DREAMERS? 

A letter takes more effort, respondents 
are more serious. Experienced Master, 
B/D interests, in Vancouver/Victoria area 
seriously into Master/slave scene, seeks 


slave aged 18-29 prepared to move from 
fantasy to reality. Suggest initial trial 
period (weekend or ? ). Write with phone 
and/or postal address to Box 0899. 
No e-mail! Serious only 


1 am a young man a little over 40 
years of age who would very much like 
to correspond with gay, bisexual or 
lesbian people from Canada, irrespective 
of sex or age. My chief interests are 
writing, reading books, listening to 
music, watching movies, going for long 
scenic walks (hiking), travelling, 
jogging, swimming, flora and fauna and 
nature in general. I have been hoping 
and wanting to correspond with people 
from Canada for years but have so far 
been quite unsuccessful to find gay pen- 
pals from that country. I now hope that 
via Outlooks luck will eventually be on 
my side, Please help me if you can as it 
would really make me so happy! 

Alec Busch 
Karpgatan 50 
128 32 Skarpnack 
Sweden 


eee cesecesecesccocee 


WELL HUNG COUNTRY BOY 
LOOKING FOR LTR 
NWT man, 55, 5’ 9”, 150 Ibs. Semi- 
retired, work in construction and draft 
construction drawings. Prefer ranch, 
farm or tradesman lifestyle. Love thick, 
furry chests, gardening, hiking, 
canoeing, travel. Want guy with hearty 
sexual appetite at home on construction 
sites, shoveling manure or hiking 
mountain passes. 
REPLY # 0699 


Canadian gays, don’t miss this 
chance! Very nice-looking, 22-year old 
Ghanian bottom looking for a soul mate. 

Very serious and looking for a lasting 
relationship. No age limit, wiling to try 
anything. First come, first serve. write 

with photos to 
Gibelery Abdul 
Democracy Street 250 
Box 225 
Dormaa-Ahenko B/A 
Ghana W/ Africa 


Young Ghanain Black Cute, 28 years 
of age. Handsome, honest and serious in 
life seeks man for long-term relationship. 

Possible meeting. Please get to know 
me with your photo. 
Emmanuel Dadzie 
P.O. Box 1343 
Sunyan, B-A 
Ghana, W-A 
Gay partners wanted! 24-year-old 
African (Ghanaian) gay guy, black in 
colour with black hair. I enjoy hugging, 
kissing and am serious about finding a 
partner. Would like to hear from you! 
Write: Emmanuel Boateng 
Post Office Box 2356 
Sunyani B-A 
Ghana, W. Africa 
Very cute, 30-year-old African guy 
with nice, attractive, smooth chocolate 
body. Very caring, romantic, affec- 
tionate, honest and kind. Would like to 
meet a man for a long-term relationship. 
Age and race are unimportant. 
Write to: 
Iddrisu Moro 
Post Box 96 
Sunyani B-A 
Ghana, W-A 
Application for gay partners! 
I'ma black Ghanaian gay guy , 
twenty-five years of age, looking for a 
gay partner. If you are interested please 
write back. I enjoy hugging and kissing 
with a serious partner. 
Evans Osei Boateng 
P.O, Box 299 
Nsoatre, B/A 
Ghana, West Africa 
Also would like to exchange photos, 
magazines, cards and gifts 
I speak English 


CURRENT DEADLINE: August 22nd, 2005 


Fn this form and mail or fax it to Outlooks at the address on Page 5. 
i ads placed on our website at no extra cost. Please do not mail cash. 


Headline: 


First 25 Words: 


Entire ad In Bold: 


Border Around Ad: 


INVOICE PLEASE COMPLETE FULLY 


$20.00 


Additional 25 words or less: 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$10.00 


Photograph (1”x1” B&W): 


$15.00 
$15.00 


Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 

3 Issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 
ADD 7% GST: 


GRAND TOTAL: 


404 


dating services 


GAY MALE SEX! 
Chat live or meet local gay men. 
Try us free! 
(403) 777-9494. Enter code 3200. 


WHO'S WAITING @ 
FOR YOU?” 


Calgary © 
403.355.2222 


Vancouver 


604.257.5555 


Toronto 


416.915.4545 


Find Your Number 


1.800.777.8000 s 
FREE TRIAL 


CODE: 3901 


general personals 


ONTARIO 
WHERE MEN MEET MEN 
CENTRAL SPA 
2 great locations open daily at 11 AM 

1610 Dundas Street West, Toronto 
(416) 588-6191 

401 Main Street West, Hamilton 
(905) 523-7636 

Large straight and bisexual client 

base 
www.centralspa.com 


IMMIGRATION 
is for lovers! 


Friendly service, extraordinary 
success rates, delighted clients 


For the past 10 years, our clients have counted 
on our in-depth, up-to-the-minute expertise.But 
our caring, attentive service is why they referred 
their friends and family to us. We offer complete 
immigration & citizenship services: sponsoring 
same- and opposite-sex 

partners and family, 

skilled workers, busi- 

ness applicants, 

refugees, humanitari- 

an & compassion- 

ate cases, and all 

visas & permits 

We will dispel the 

myths about immi-§ 

gration and simpli- | 

fy the process. 


Find out if you qualify. 
Call us today for a free assessment. 


416-651-8889 


info@immigrationservices.ca 

www.immigrationservices.ca 
538 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, ON M6C 1A4 


Members of Canadian Society of 


Immigration Consultants & CAPIC 


In Calgary Monthly. 
Hard, hung, HOT. 
Jay (604) 813-2323 
www.male4maleescorts.com/reviews/jay 
vancouver.html 


500 
general 


announcements 


BINGO!! 

Fun volunteer fundraisers needed!! 
Mid-week, 5-6 hr. once/month. Age 18+. 
Smokers welcome! FREE FOOD! On 
job training. Felicia @ the SHARP 
Foundation (403) 272-2912 


510 
weddings/special 


occasion services 


VANCOUVER 


Same-sex Wedding Planning 
specializing in Wedding Cakes. 
' Not sure what you want for your & 
special day? 


Browse our site at: 


www.orchidenterprises.ca or 
contact us at (604) 619-2812 


See 


ne 


# eononomoasnomnanannnasmonensananaonrnraNR NaS 


Your 
Foxwood 


hosts | bs 


GREAT HOUSE - GREAT LOCATION - GREAT HOSTS 
1725 - 12 Street SW Calgary, AB 403-244-6693 
www.thefoxwood.com 


FéxwooL 


BED & BREAKFAST 


Buy, sell or trade 
Take out a classified ad 
in Outlooks 


avenue SW 


5 AHS. A OS, 


Our NEW ADDRESS IS: 
#1B, 1230A 17th Ave SW 
Calgary, AB T2TOB8 


Our PHONE & FAX REMAIN THE SAME: 
Phone: 403.228.1157 Fax: 403.228.7735 


ALBERTA 


PP, 
a 


PPP -BEDBD 


toll free 1-877-822-2017 


PX iE INS 2 08 INS 


the telegquide to the Gay & Lesbian Conrrarsremnreag 


CALGARY 
Community Groups 
Apollo Friends in Sports, GLBT. 3000 
Buck Naked Boys Club. -....2028 
Camp 181- Women's Social Group. 2007 EDMONTON 
Children Need Support T00..............-.......2059 Businesses 
Gay Teachers and Friends 2019 Cosmetics by Karen 
GUCSAM ees are we2052 The Fly Bar 
Integrity. : eaters 848) 

LETHBRIDGE 


Men's Project 2016 
Metropolitan Community Church 2010 AIDS Connection Society 
GALA/LA 


Outlooks Millenniurnm Community Foundation............3 220 
Pride Calgary. 2850 
Rocky Mountain Cruisers Car Club 2022 
SHARP Foundation 2830 
Speak Sebastian 2024 
Stepping Out ‘ 2400 
The Verge 2467 
AIDS Calgary. 2469 
Prime Timers Calgary. 2474 


The Edmonton Vocal Minority. 
Curling with pride 


Sponsored by 


CALGARY 

Businesses 

11 St Lodging 

Rainbow Destinations 
Money-Pennies 

The Calgary Eagle 

Conference Centre at Country Garde 
Enstasy Counselling Services 


EDMONTON 


Community Groups 
Dignity. 

GLCCE 

Kairos House 

Men's Support Group 
Outreach (U of A) 

PFLAG. 

Police Liaison Committee 


Outlooks presents 


Stepping Out 
Xtension 2400 


Canada's only gay dinner club, 


23 UTL 


Calgary:(403) 777-9494 
Edmonton:(780) 413-7122 


Calgary Eagle 
Xtension 2451 


GLCSA 
Xtension 2052 


Gay Teachers and Friends 
Xtension 2019 


Enstasy Counselling Services 
Xtension 2442 


OUTLEOKS August 2005 


Prime Timers of Edmonton......- 2044 


4l 


. Featuring: Andreas Stich, Lupus, Rick, Damion, Richard Bauer, Norbert Bergmann, Waler, 
Night Lair Harald Fleischer, Cliff Inch, Lance de Moor 


Running Timé%92, minutes 


From: Mercury Releasing 

Se q -a=dozen world, German import Night Lair is the equivalent 
ot and scored with a great soundtrack, it is likely the closest 
that you're likely to find in the XXX section of your local video 


of a blue-chip stoc 
thing to “art house” 
store. fa 
Scene one opens with hottie Andreas Strich and his boyfriend necking and enthusiasti- 
_ cally exploring one another on a subway car. Once off the train, they stroll down the street 
to a club called Tom's, where the two “branch out” with some of the other patrons. As 
Andreas explores the club, he falls down a flight of stairs and lands at the feet of a rather 
determined leather daddy. Seeing that Andreas is somewhat dazed, the daddy gives him a 
miner's headlamp to help him find his way in the dark—or at least as far as the daddy wants 
him to go. And, it seems, Andreas wants to go as far as he can! 


Meanwhile, upstairs, Andreas’ boyfriend is teasing the palate (esophagus, and possibly 
even lungs) of a hungry businessman who abandoned his beer in favour of something a little 
stronger, Shortly thereafter, this twosome grows to include almost every other patron in 
the bar, joined in various combinations and contortions of lust. As all this reaches a climax, 
‘the action cuts away to a porn theatre, where a clean-cut blond jock ventures into the red- 
lit bathroom to relieve himself and winds up in a dark basement maze filled with “friendly” 
men wearing miner's headlamps like the one given to Andreas earlier. Eventually, this young 

__ stud finds Andreas and the two explore the ultimate in emotional detachment: “sex” from 
behind a Plexiglas wall that has rubber gloves installed right into the centre of the pane. Talk 


Featuring: Kurt Kaiser, Shannen Michael, Chris Neal, Joe Sarge, Jeff Grove, Bryan Hansen, Little Joe, 
Sonny Roberts, Seth Scott, Dawson 


Running Time: 9! minutes 


Meat Rack 

- From: Treasure Island Medi x 

= : : Whether you're a New Yorker or a tourist, the best place to escape the summer heat 

is on legendary Fire Island, where you might find some action hot enough to rival the 

~ noanday sun. Here, beautiful sandy beaches emerging from a fringe of trees and shrubs 

_ surround the small island, making it a very enticing gay getaway. Best of all, this carnal 
Eden is only a short ferry ride away from Manhattan. 


Porn star Dawson knows it’s the perfect place for him to meet some of the finest, 
Most fnasculine tops—the kind of men who are always ready for a good time. Variety is 
the spice of life on Fire Island and, like the many varieties of Heinz, fifty-seven is the 
number of different men that Dawson is ready to tackle—that is, if he can find them and 
fit them all in during his short vacation in this domestic paradise. 


trolling along the boardwalk at Fire Island Pines, he encounters Joe Sarge and Chris 
eal turking.in the néarby woods. Their leather and denim combination provides a 


F exercise, Dawson decides some time in the hot tub alone 
to refresh himself and get ready for even more hot action. 


about playing safe! Once finished, blondie continues his journey and, along the way, runs into 
more dicks than anyone could imagine—anyone besides, of course, Night Lair directors 


Christian Huber and Horst Braun... 


While all this is going on, two security officers are up in a closed-circuit observation 
room doing their best to imitate the activities seen on their screens. Although they do a 
pretty good job, their efforts pale in comparison to Andreas’ own exploits, with the 
insatiable blond boy not far behind in the ratings game. Ever helpful,Andreas eventually joins 
the pair to give them a lesson in how it's really done. He then goes on to share his carnal 
expertise of all the other horny men in the basement, a task already taken up by the blond 


hunk from the porno theatre. 


Finally, after much ado about, well—everything, Andreas and his boyfriend reunite in the 
subway station where they began and walk off into the night, likely in search of sleep and 


nothing more after their impressive sex club marathon! 
Review sponsored by Express Video 
#202 - 11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton 
(780) 482-7480 Email: exec.express@shaw.ca 


RATING: OUT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 
MUSIC: e444 (40) SET: tok bok 


BODIES: toto 


STORY: ttc 


ACTION SCENES: 4k tok 


Joe a reason to work up a sweat—one that has no connection to the temperature on 
the thermometer. Afterwards, they cool down together in a shady spot, where a 


hammock for two awaits their exhausted bodies. 


Not too far away in a shady nook, five studs are enjoying a circle jerk in the late after- 
noon sun. It doesn’t take very long for this to turn into a poolside orgy, and Dawson is 
only too happy to join them and be the perfect bottom for this horse-hung group of 
men. Even the poolside shower stall becomes a major part of the hot action, where the 


whole activity of “showering” can take on new meaning. 


Dawson proves that Fire Island lives up to its reputation and that the temperature is 
always hot wherever he stops by to share in a good time. Meat Rack offers viewers a 
good time, whatever their tastes; be sure to check it out the next time you need a little 


hot weather “relief”. 


Review sponsored by www.MaleDVD.ca, Canada’s largest online 


XXX gay DVD rental service 


MUSIC: toto 
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The Four Feathers Society (FFS) is a tribe of aboriginal and non-aboriginal 
men who self-identify as being gay or two-spirited. The society strives to provide 
Opportunities for its members to strengthen and heal their bodies, hearts, minds 
and spirits. GayWarriors, the Two-Spirit Drumming Circle and Potluck Feast, the 
( LL a +5444719,7,_ Pride in Art Exhibition and a forum on domestic violence called “Healing Families 
Jl TT and Healing Communities” are some of our projects. The men on the society's 
= board want to make a difference in gay and two-spirit men’s lives by providing 

CVEHT , ways for them to feel valued, whole and good about themselves. 
r Four Feathers is grounded in spiritual principles and many First Nation practices. 
We believe many gay/two spirit men find it impossible to return to organized 
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Unveiling the Spirits! 


their healing and in the healing of others, and in that way create a fellowship of men in healthier gay/two-spirit communities. 


Bingo For Life has moved to The Oasis Pub! 


IN 


Bingo takes place every 2nd & 4th Tuesday of 
each month from 7pm to 9pm. To date, Bingo 
For Life (formerly known as Gay Bingo) has 
raised over $150,000 for Friends For Life! Come 
on down to The Oasis Pub and enjoy the show 
put on by the fabulous and irreverent bingo 
mistress Joan-E and that ever-effervescent 
bingo babe, Justine Thyme. 


religion but still desire a spiritual connection. The FFS offers a way to do this — a spiritual path, serenity, a reconnection to a This monthly community 
sacred place in the circle of life -- through First Nations’ teachings. We encourage gay/two-spirit men to take active roles in feature sponsored by 


your friends at: 


The Gay Men's Talking Circle: GayWarriors 

GayWarriors is a gathering of gay and two-spirit men who are reconnecting to spiritual way 
of living; the circle is also a good place for troubled men to find support and healing. 
Participants smudge, learn skills, gain awareness and share their wisdom, strengths and life 
experiences in a spiritual, safe environment. We go on outings as well: camping, sweat lodge 
ceremonies and other fun and spiritual times together. Thursday Nights, 7:30 pm, St. Paul's 


Four Feathers Membership 
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Anglican Church, 1140 Jervis St, lower hall, Vancouver, BC. 


(aly, Two Spirit Drumming Circle and Potluck Feast 
CX The drumming circle is for all GLBTs to sing, drum and celebrate our two-spiritedness. We sing songs from Celtic, Hawaiian, 
i 9 folk, and First Nations traditions. This clean and sober event is held on first Monday of each month, 7:00 pm, St. Paul's Anglican 
ANH COOS Church, 1140 Jervis St, lower hall. Vancouver, BC. Next drumming circles will be September 5th and October 3rd. 


We are starting a FFS membership drive in August. We are \ooking for gay/two spirit men who want to take active role in providing healthier 
environment to gay men to gather, heal and celebrate. Visit our website find out more about our membership. In September will be our first 
FFS feasts of honor for bring us together as Gay/Two Spirit men and to honor people who make difference in the community. 

Phone: 604 683-3884 Send us e-mail: fourfeatherstribe@shaw.ca Or visit our website: www.members.shaw.ca/fourfeatherstribe 


eae fe A ee PE EN oath 8 Be RS 5 9- See le e ; SPY PE 
Chank you for supporting our Vincourer & area community events! 
Let us know about YOUR upcoming non-profit AIDS & LGBT fundraising event and recent financial results. 


; UUTLEQKS 
Please email us your next month info & logo to: PumpJackEvents@shaw.ca by the 10th of each month. nl tes he 
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Other Areas: Call customer service for 


